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Unafraid 


By Harriett L. George 


EAR Lord, Thou hast new gifts for me 
this dawning year, 

The past held ample strength for each 

day’s need ; 
And I can trust Thy love for grace and calm, 

for cheer 

To walk with confidence where Thou dost 
lead. 


I am aware the path will not be always plain, 
For life is no smooth highway stretching 
far; 
The past has taught me not to shrink from 
searing pain; 
To hold as precious every honest scar. 
For only as I suffer can I ease the load 
Of others to whom pain and loss are new; 
And Thou didst walk a vastly harder road; 
Thy wounds were many, mine so very few. 


we 
God—and Helpless Gods 


There are many gods but only one 
God. It may surprise some to turn to 
a concordance and notice how many 
passages there are throughout the entire 
Bible referring to gods. But the pas- 
sages are not complimentary to these 
gods! They heap up the facts showing 
the helplessness of all of them.’ Some 
years ago the notorious Appraisal Com- 
mission, in its report entitled “Rethink- 
ing Missions,” declared that “all religions 
are ways to God.” The humanly bril- 


liant men and women conducting the 
Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry that 
resulted in that apostate report were 
either strangely ignorant of the Bible 
or counted themselves entirely superior 
to it. They were. not willing to say, 
with Moses: “Who is like unto thee, O 
Lord, among the gods? who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness, . . . doing wonders?” 
(Exod. 15:11.) God alone could save 
lost sinners by the gift of his only Son 
to die as the sinners’ Substitute and 
Saviour. God is not like gods. He him- 
self says: “There is no God else beside 
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is 
none beside me. Look unto me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for 
I am God, and there is none else” (Isa. 
45:21, 22). And this God has a name 
that none of the gods has. “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). 


PA 
Faithful to the End 


There are those who begin well in 
the Christian life but who do not “carry 
through.” It is a joy to see faithfulness 
maintained to the end. A beautiful in- 
cident was told in a personal letter to 


% 


the Editor last summer from the widow 
of Dr. Perry Valiant Jenness, the well- 
known Presbyterian pastor of Denver 
who was taken Home to be with the 
Lord, at seventy-four years of age, after 
an operation in the hospital, Mrs. Jen- 
ness wrote: On the night before the 
operation, after the floor nurse had made 
him comfortable for the night and I 
went back to his room, he said: “What 
do you think has happened?” His face 
was radiant. “This dear girl who has 
made me comfortable for my night’s rest 
said, as she worked over me: ‘Dr. Jen- 
ness, I’m a good girl, and I go to church 
and Sunday school when I can get away 
from my work, but I’m not a Christian. 
Can you tell me how to be one?’ And 
then he said: “I had her hand me my 
Bible, and I read some passages to her 
and prayed with her, and gave her sev- 
eral little tracts that were in my hand- 
bag, and she has promised to read them, 
and I’ll talk with her again when I’m 
better.” “Valiant” — yes, valiant to the 
end for the Lord he loved so dearly and 
served so faithfully. I stood by his bed 
and held his dear hand till he entered 
the gates of the City that hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God. 


Blessed Assurance 


Y is it that for most people, 

W even Christian people, it is hard 

to speak words of comfort: for 

those who are passing through the deep 
waters of sorrow and affliction? It is 
true, at such times actions speak louder 
than words, and the sympathy that is 
beyond words, which shows itself in 
even small acts of kindness, counts for 
more than a torrent of mere words. 
Yet, if our words are based on the Word 
of God, they can be used effectively to 
speak his message of comfort to the 
sorrowing. Even as God has through 
his Word comforted us in our times of 
sorrow or distress, so can we, through 
our rich supplies of spiritual comfort, 
bring consolation to others. Paul tells 
us: “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort; who 
comforteth us in all our affliction, that 
we may be able to comfort them that 


are in any affliction, through the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). 

Perhaps no words can at.such a time 
be of more help than the ringing assur- 
ances, based not on halting hopes, but 
on knowledge, the “we knows” that 
abound in the Word. 

We know that death is not the end of 
life. It will not be an endless night, 
an everlasting sleep. There is a certain 
future for us and for our loved ones. 
“For we know that if the earthly house 
of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have 
a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 
Cor. 5:1). This is the “Father’s house” 
concerning’ which Christ told his dis- 
ciples when he exhorted them: “Let not 
your heart be troubled.” It is the ever- 
lasting home, the resting place, prepared 
for every believer. It is that better 
land, the “land that reacheth afar,” 
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where our supreme joy will be reakized 
when our eyes shall see “the King .in 
his beauty.” There shall be no night 
there, nor mourning, nor pain, and the 
servants of the Lamb shall serve him. 
Blessed, indeed, are the dead who die 
in the Lord. 

We know that through the precious 
blood of Christ we are heirs of this 
heayenly Home and of life eternal. No 
longer are we heirs of death. “We know 
that we have passed out of death into 
life’ (1 John 3:14). The guilt of death 
has been removed; the right of life is 
ours, because we believe. on the Son 
of God. “He that believeth on the Son 
hath eternal life” (John 3:36). 

We know that one day our now im- 
perfect vision shall be made perfect, and 
our earthly imperfectfons transformed 
into the likeness of our Saviour him- 
self. “We know that, if he shall be 
manifested, we shal be like him; for 
we shall see him even as he is” (1 John 
3:2). The Psalmist sings in exultation: 
“T shall behold thy face in righteousness; 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with 
beholding thy form”; or, as the older 
version has it: “I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeness” (Psa. 
17:15). 

We know that this Saviour is a liv- 
ing Redeemer, that through his resur- 
rection we too can rejoice in the expec- 
tation of a blessed resurrection. “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth,” says Job (19: 
25), confidently, and the assurance quiets 
the storm within his troubled heart. 
Christ, in taking leave of his saddened 
followers, gives them' comfort with the 
words, “Because I live, ye shall live also” 
(John 14:19). Christ, made alive again 
by his resurrection, is the Christian’s 
living hove of life beyond the grave. 
“O death, where is thy victory?” 

We know that to the believing soul 
who loves God all things are ordered 
for his good. With Paul this was no 
pious wish or feeble hope. It is with 
settled conviction, as well as under the 
inspiration of the Spirit, he says: “And 
we know that to them that love God all 
things work together for good, even to 
them that are called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Is it hard for us 
to say “we know” to this? It is no in- 
experienced individual who makes the 
affirmation, nor one sheltered from the 
storms of life, its tribulations or sorrows, 
Prisons, stripes, and perils were his to 
suffer throughout the years of his wit- 


nessing for Him whom he loved and. 


served. A wonderful sweetness will 
come into our lives if we, too, learn to 
love God enough to view all his provi- 
dences to us as ordered for our good. 
Trials and afflictions will but bring us 
nearer to our Lord, and we, catching a 
new vision of him, shall with perfect 
trust affirm, “He hath done all things 
well,” 

Countless blessed assurances are ours 
of the loving Heavenly Father’s care and 
provision for his children both in this 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


life. and in the life to come. What a 
wonderful privilege it is, through God’s 
Word, to be messengers of comfort to 
the distressed and troubled and sorrow- 
ing! Why should we hesitate to be thus 
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used, when our supply of spiritual com- 
fort can be so rich and full, and even 
our weak, halting efforts may mean 
much toward lifting grief-stricken eyes 
to the Comforter himself? 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Does Our Salvation 
Depend Upon Our Fruit Bearing? 


I am a teacher of an adult Sunday school 
class, and have been asked to explain 
John 15:1-6. I know it can’t mean that 
one who is saved is cut off from Christ 
and lost — but I cannot explain it. Would 
you explain what those verses do mean? 
—A Michigan reader. 

The first part of the fifteenth chapter 
of John’s Gospel gives us one of the 
richest discourses that ever came from 
the lips of the Lord Jesus. He is set- 
ting forth the truth of the believer’s 
union with Christ, and it is a truth that 
has had transforming, revolutionizing 
results in the lives of even mature 
Christians. 

“I am the vine,” says the Lord to his 
disciples, “ye are the branches.” This 
means that, when one accepts Christ 
as Saviour, the Holy Spirit brings to 
pass a literal, organic union between 
that believer and Christ, so that the two 
are one living organism, as are the vine 
and the branch. The sixth chapter of 
Romans sets forth the same truth, de- 
claring that all who have been “bap- 
tized into Jesus Christ” by the Holy 
Spirit have been “baptized into his 
death,” and have actually shared his 
death and his resurrection, so that they 
“should walk in newness of life.” 

Other New Testament passages de- 
claring this miracle of literal union be- 
tween Christ and the believer are: Gala- 
tians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” Philippians 1:21, “For 
to me to live is Christ.” Colossians 1: 
27, “Christ in you, the hope-of glory”; 
and 3:3, “For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.” 

The normal purpose of the branch and 


vine is to-bear fruit; and the Lord says: . 


“He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me [apart from me] ye can do 
nothing.” The Christian without Christ, 
or apart from Christ, would be as power- 
less and fruitless as a branch without 
the vine. And to abide in Christ is, as 
Dr. Scofield points out, “on the one 
hand, to have no known sin unjudged 
and unconfessed, no interest into which 
he is not brought, no life which he 
eannot share. On the other hand, the 
abiding one takes all burdens to him; 
and draws all wisdom, life and strength 
from him. It is not unceasing conscious- 


ness of these things, and of him, but 
that nothing is allowed in the life which 
separates from him.” In other words, 
it is a life of fellowship and communion 
‘with Christ, full surrender to him and 
restful faith in him. 

There are two verses in this chapter in 
John’s Gospel that have troubled real 
Christians, because they have feared that 
these verses mean that a branch not 
bearing fruit, or a Christian not abid- 
ing, may be lost. “Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit,” the Lord says, 
“he taketh away,” referring to his Father 
as “the husbandman” of the vineyard. 
Again: “If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and. 
cast them into the fire, amd they are 
burned.” 

What do these passages mean? 
Plainly, they do NOT mean that a born- 
again ‘believer can be “unborn” and be 
lost. They do not say this, and they 
do not mean this. The literal meaning 
of the Greek verb translated “taketh 
away,” spoken of the branch that does 
not bear fruit, is “to lift up, raise.” 
And other Scripture tells us that Chris- 
tians whose lives are fruitless, those 
living habitually a carnal rather than a 
spiritual life, may have their life here 
on earth ended because of this. That 
is, God may “lift them up” from this 
present life, take them Home to him- 
self, because they are unwilling to be 
serviceable tc him here. Thus we read 
of those who came to the Lord’s table 
in the Corinthian church in a carnal 


(Continued on page 14) 





Next Week 
Does Christian Science deny 
Christ? The Christian Science 


Committee on Publication for the 
State of Pennsylvania has attempted 
to show that it does not. A letter 
from the Committee will be pub- 
lished in “Notes on Open Letters” 
in the Trues next week, and it will 
be shown -by a comparison of the 
false teachings of Mrs. Eddy’s book 
“Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures” and quotations from 
the Bible that Christian Science 
does deny the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and his atonement. 
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The Real Nature of Japanese 


The history and the heart of the problem now confronting 
Christians under Japanese rule 


By J. 


Gordon Holdcroft, D.D. 


State Shinto 














E most important question in the 

whole controversy as to Japanese 

State Shinto is, Is State Shinto 

a religion or not? Every Christian to- 

day, in Japan and out of it, ought to 
be perfectly clear on that question. 

If State Shinto is not a religion how 
tragic the attitude of certain mission- 
aries, native Christians, and boards in 
opposing demands of the government 
to the point, as some think, of the ex- 
tinction of the Christian Church! 

If State Shinto is a religion, and if 
obeisance is a violation of both the First 
and Second Commandments, then how 
great is the sin of those missionaries 
who have done obeisance or advised 
others to perform it; how heavy is the 
responsibility of those missions and 
mission boards which, after they have es- 
tablished native churches, are by exam- 
ple leading them back into the heathen- 
ism out of which they came! 

Even if State Shinto is a religion 
some might ask, some do ask, “Cannot 
obeisance be performed at its shrines?” 
That, is, cannot there be obeisance which 
might express loyalty to the state with- 
out recognition of any “spirit” or power 
that arrogates to itself supreme claims 
upon life and loyalty? 


The Countries Affected 


These are serious questions. They 
affect the whole Japanese Empire, Japan 
proper, Formosa, Korea, Manchuria, 
those parts of China controlled by Japan, 
and even the South Sea Islands held 
by mandate from the League of Nations. 
Altogether there are 140,000,000 people 
involved, without counting the people 
of China. Among these 140,000,000 peo- 
ple are upward of 1,000,000 Christians 
whose temporal and eternal welfare are 
both involved! 

Is State Shinto a religion? 

Some light upon this is obtained by 
considering Shinto in general, for ad- 
mittedly State Shinto sprang from, and 
is related to general Shinto. 

What then is Shinto? 

As to this there is no division of ‘opin- 
ion. Shinto is the historic, indigenous 
religion of Japan, admitted to be re- 
ligion by both Japanese and foreign 
historians, by scholars, by the govern- 
ment, by missionaries, and by all the 
people, in fact by everyone who knows 
anything about it. 

Shinto was originally a2 primitive, 
naive, and in many respects purile and 
indecent nature religion. Some of the 
mythology from which it sprang is so 
unfit for print that scholars have hesi- 


One of Satan’s devices in leading 
men away from God is to confuse 
their minds on any issue. He be- 
gan his campaign in the Garden 
of Eden when he asked, “Yea, hath 
God said ...?” He has succeeded 
in deceiving many Christians now 
living in the Japanese Empire into 
thinking that they could do obei- 
sance at State Shinto Shrines with- 
out being guilty of idolatry. In this 
second article of his series Dr. Hold- 
croft, who has been a missionary in 
Korea for more than thirty years, 
sets forth with crystal clearness the 
true character of Shinto, tracing its 
history from early mythology to the 
present. As the series continues, Dr. 
Holdcroft will discuss “Mission and 
Church Attitudes,” “A Faithful Rem- 
nant,” and “Shinto’s Certain Doom.” 








tated to translate it into English. To 
this primitive stock of ideas centering 
around the worship of the forces of 
nature were added, in process of time, 
ideas of emperor, hero, and ancestor 
worship, and when the common people 
began to have some acknowledged rights 
and dignity they too were vaguely deified, 
especially the discarnate spirits of sol- 
diers and others who had served their 
country. 

Shinto today is a confused jumble. 
On its merits it could not command the 
intellectual respect of a ten-year-old boy. 
“Spirits” of heaven and earth, mountain 
and stream, departed heroes, emperors, 
demons, even of animals, all are wor- 
shiped. These ideas are prevalent every- 
where in the Far East. They are a part 
of the crude animism against which the 
Church has always heretofore set her 
face. If she now takes such ideas to 
her heart, can she continue to be a 
Christian Church? 


Crude and Primitive Paganism 


An English scholar who devoted many 
years to the study of Japanese Shinto 
has stated that the early traditions upon 
which all Shinto ideas are based, amount 
to this: 

“After an indefinitely long period, dur- 
ing which were born a number of ab- 
stract deities, two of these deities,—a 
brother and a sister named Izanagi and 
Izanami,—are united in marriage, and 
give birth to the various islands of the 
Japanese archipelago. When they have 
finished producing islands, they proceed 
to the production of a large number of 


gods and goddesses, many of whom cor- 
respond to what we should call person- 
ifications of the powers of nature, though 
personification is a word which, in its 
legitimate acceptation is foreign to the 
Japanese mind. The birth of the Fire- 
God causes Izanami’s death, and the most 
striking episode of the whole mythol- 
ogy then ensues, when her husband, 
Orpheus-like, visits her in the under 
world to implore her to return to him. 
She would willingly do so, and bids him 
wait while she consults with the deities 
of the place. But he, impatient at her 
long tarrying, breaks off one of the end 
teeth of the comb stuck in the left 
bunch of his hair, lights it and goes in, 
only to find her a hideous mass of cor- 
ruption, in whose midst are seated the 
eight Gods of Thunder... . 

“Returning to Himuka in southwest- 
ern Japan, Izanagi purifies himself by 
bathing in a stream, and, as he doés so, 
fresh deities are born from each article 
of clothing that he throws down on the 
river bank, and from each part of his 
person. One of these deities was the sun 
goddess, who was born from his left 
eye, whilst the moon-god sprang from 
his right eye, and the last born of all 

. was born from his nose. Between 
these children their father divides the 
inheritance of the universe.” 

No one denies or can der#y, that this 
is religion, crude and primitive, but still 
religion. 


Do Shintoists Worship Spirits? 


In the whole controversy over Shinto 
those who would like to ignore it, if 
that were possible, or to accept it as 
something other than religion, have ‘in 
its basic ideas but one slightest ground 
for argument. It is that the word which 
the Japanese use for “spirits” is kami. 
Kami has been translated “god” or 
“deity,” but its primary meaning is 
“above” or “superior.” Some people now 
claim that we ought not to look upon 
these “spirits” as gods, but only as “supe- 
riors.” Yet they are thought to be 
powerful, immortal beings residing in 
the shrines, exercising a guiding and 
controlling influence upon the lives of 
men and women, upon the state and 
upon the world. Thus it is undeniable 
that they are thought to possess the at- 
tributes and to exercise the powers of 
gods. 

In addition to the distinct religious 
character of the mythology that under- 
lies all Shinto, other fundamental ideas 
in it are also definitely religious. 

The word “shinto” admittedly means 
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“the way of the spirits.” These spirits 
are of two classes, self-existent beings 
and discarnate spirits. 

The chief Shinto. spirit, or “deity” is 
Amaterasu-Omikami, the “sun goddess,” 
she who sprang from the left eye of her 
father, Izanagi. She is constantly spoken 
of as a deity and is said to be the an- 
cestress of the Imperial family. 

It is also taught that Amaterasu-Omi- 
kami sent her grandson to become the 
first emperor of Japan. This was the 
Emperor Jimnu, the “twenty-sixth hun- 
dredth anniversary” of whose accession 
to the throne is being officially and 
widely celebrated in Japan this year, 
although Japan has no authentic history 
prior to the fifth century, A. D. 


Many Branches from the Same Tree 


These are the basic ideas of Shinto, 
always and everywhere acknowledged. 
There can be no question therefore but 
that Shinto in and of itself is religious. 

But what of State Shinto? 

The simplest answer to this query is 
that State Shinto is but one of the rec- 
ognized branches of Shinto, elevated to 
the position of the state cult. 

Like other religions, Shinto is divided 
into many sects or denominations. To- 
day in Japan one hears much of Sect 
Shinto and State Shinto. Sect Shinto is 
a group of thirteen denominations rec- 
ognized by the government as separate 
sects. Actually there are many more 
denominations than these, but only thir- 
teen are so recognized. 

Until 1869 when, through the over- 
throw of the Shogunate, temporal power 
was restored to the Mikado, there was 
no distinction, and no thought of any 
distinction, between State and Sect 
Shinto. Wp to that time all Shinto had 
everywhere and always been acknowl- 
edged as religious. Indeed one reason 
why the Emperor had so easily been 
deprived of his temporal powers was 
that he was regarded as too sacred, too 
holy, in his person to be defiled with 
temporal rule. He was the spiritual and 
religious head of the nation. He is that 
still. 

After the Emperor was restored to his 
throne a constitution was promised to 
the people. In 1889 that constitution was 
granted. 

Yet in framing her constitution Japan 
was faced with a dilemma. She looked 
upon the Emperor as divine. If he is 
actually divine he should be worshiped. 
But progressive nations then granted re- 
ligious liberty to their people. Japan 
craved recognition as an equal by other 
nations and wished to be thought of as 
progressive. Yet if she granted re- 
ligious liberty to her subjects they need 
not worship the Emperor. 

Japan is not the only nation which has 


sometimes thought that changing the © 


name of a thing changes its essence. So 
she wrote both religious liberty and the 
Emperor’s divinity into her constitution, 
and designated the Shinto which cen- 
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‘ters in, and is patronized by, the State, 


as State Shinto; and when questions 
arose as to whether her subjects were 
free to dispense with the worship of 
the Emperor and all else symbolized by 
the shrines, certain government officials 
began to contend that State Shinto was 
only patriotism and not religion. 

Aside from the fact that State Shinto, 
because patronized by the government, 
is wealthier, more dignified, grander 
than Sect Shinto, and that its priests are 
called ritualists and do not (ordinarily) 
officiate at the burial of the dead, there 
is no difference between State Shinto 
and Sect Shinto. A leopard cannot 
change his nature by calling himself 
a lamb, nor his spots by plucking out 
a few hairs. State Shinto, to this day, 
worships the same spirits as deities as 
does Sect Shinto, by the same cere- 
monies, at the same shrines. It trains 
its “ritualists” in the same schools which 
train Shinto priests. It promotes priests 
of Sect Shinto to become ritualists of 
State Shinto. Yet one department of 
the government, by a purely arbitrary 
ruling, asked Christians to look upon 
one as religious and the other as only 
patriotic. 


The Dangers of False Diagnosis 


Nevertheless it remains true that if 
a physician, knowingly or mistakenly, 
diagnosed typhoid fever as only a 
healthy glow upon the cheek his diag- 
nosis would not have the slightest effect 
upon the nature of the disease, but 
might very easily lead to the death of 
the patient. 

That the basic ideas in State Shinto 
are just as crude as in Sect Shinto, but 
nevertheless are still religious may be 
seen in such incidents as the following. 
Only a few years ago government offi- 
cials in Seoul, Korea, decided it would 
be wise, in the interest of amalgamating 
the Korean and Japanese peoples, to 
install in the great Chosen Shrine at 
Seoul the spirits of two ancient Korean 
rulers, as well as those of the sun god- 
dess and of the Emperor Meiji, sup- 
posedly already inhabiting the shrine. 
But how to obtain these spirits was a 
problem. 

After much discussion it was decided 
to go at midnight to a certain “sacred” 
mountain near Seoul, which they did, 
taking with them small shrines. When 
the officials arrived at the mountain, 
candles were set out all around it and 
prayers offered to the spirits of the two 
ancient rulers to induce them to enter 
the shrines. An official. explained to a 
group of interested people that sud- 
denly a strong wind arose and blew out 
all the candles. By this they realized 
their prayers had been answered. So, 
joyfully, they took up the small shrines, 
brought them to Seoul, and placed these 
spirits in the Chosen Shrine. This in- 
cident shows that State Shinto is only 
the Japanese state version of the pagan 
religions of the Orient. Its shrines are 
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patriotic only in the fact that the spirits 
worshiped there have a national signifi- 
cance. 

But not only are the basic concepts 
in State Shinto the same as in Sect 
Shinto, the very terms and practices em- 
ployed are the same. 

.The term for “shrine,” for instance, is 
jinja (sin-sa in Korean), which means 
“spirit” or “god-temple.” 

In considering the practices common 
to both Sect and State Shinto, the act of 
“purifying” the terhple area should be 
considered, This is actually an act of 
exorcism, driving away all other spirits 
in order that the enshrined spirits may 
receive the whole glory of the wor- 
ship offered. In driving away the spirits 
of course the Christian God is among 
those invited to “be gone.” 


Sacrifices and Charms 


At the shrines sacrifices of many kinds, 
including the first fruits of harvests, 
are offered to the spirits. Prayers, in- 
cluding very real petitions for prosper- 
ity, protection, and guidance are offered, 
amulets or charms are sold or given 
away, one very powerful charm consist- 
ing of a small bit of the great State 
Shrine at Ise, Japan, which is taken 


‘ down and replaced every twenty years. 


At a certain point in the ceremonies 
obeisance is performed. In addition to 
all this, on certain occasions the “gods” 
are taken in small shrines through a 
community to bless the life and indus- 
try of that community. 

This may be patriotic, but if so it is 
Japanese patriotism that includes the 
recognition of these spirits and deities 
guiding, controlling, blessing Japan to 
this day. Such patriotism, including the 
recognition of all this, may be said to 
have become the actual god of the day. 
This is State Shinto. 

Nevertheless there are missionaries 
and Christians in the Japanese Empire 
who, while admitting that State Shinto 
is religious, maintain that obeisance can 
be performed at the shrines. Some of 
these try to distinguish between a bow 
of loyalty and a bow of worship. Is 
this possible? 

A little study ought to convince any- 
one that the act of obeisance is a re- 
ligious act. The place where it is per- 
formed is a “spirit-temple.” The actual 
words used to describe it are Jinja sam- 
pei in Japanese, or Sin-sa chambei ha-o 
in Korean. The phrase means “to make 
a bow of participation at a spirit-tem- 
ple.” 

Not only this, but the bow, whenever 
performed, is, in the thought of the offi- 
cials a bow to the spirits, and not merely 
to the shrine as a symbol of Japanese 
sovereignty. Indeed, when it is. per- 
formed properly, some preliminary ges- 
ture, such as the clapping of the hands, 
is expected of the worshiper. Often the 
bow must be made when spirits are de- 
clared to be upon the altar: But always 
they are looked upon as dwelling in the 
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shrines and receiving the homage of 
those who bow. It is therefore not pos- 
sible to distinguish between a bow of 
loyalty and a bow of worship. 

Moreover, obeisance must be consid- 
ered from the standpoint of the Religious 
Control Laws which went into effect in 
Manchukuo in September, 1938, and in 
Japan proper April 1, 1940. These laws 
give the state so complete a control that 
certainly in Manchuria, and inferentially 
in Japan, it could change the objects of 
religion in any religion. Some mis- 
sions and churches in Japan are con- 
gratulating themselves that for the first 
time in history Christianity is, by these 
laws, recognized as one of the religions 
of Japan. But what kind of Christian- 
ity is it that the government recognizes? 
Every religious organization that regis- 
ters under this law, by inescapable im- 
plication, agrees to do obeisance at the 
shrines. The Premier of Japan and the 
Minister of Education, when the bill was 
being debated in the Diet, declared that 
no religion would be recognized under 
it which does not recognize the suprem- 
acy of the state! 

Actually obeisance, in addition to all 
else it denotes, is the sign that that 
supremacy is conceded. 

State Shinto is acknowledged to be 
religious by practically all Japanese offi- 
cials when speaking off their guard. 
(That fact alone ought to give Christians 
pause.) A police captain at the Chosen 
Shrine in Seoul told the writer that the 
kami dwelling in the shrine were “the 
same as God,” and that they must not 
be disturbed at night, needing rest. An 
army pamphlet issued in Manchuria to 
explain how an express train could have 
safely passed a point where it was 
claimed a section of the track had been 
blown up in “the incident” which the 
army declared set off the attack upon 
Manchuria, stated that upon that night 
a Japanese officer and a few soldiers 
were in that vicinity when the explosion 
occurred. Knowing that a_ terrible 
wreck would occur if something were 
not done at once, and there being no 
time to stop the train, this officer turned 
to the East and prayed to Amaterasu- 
Omikami to avert the wreck. To his 
joy she heard his prayer. The train 
came to that spot, gently rose in the air, 
passed over the wrecked section safely, 
and came down upon the rails on the 
other side and continued on its way! 

One: honest Japanese official summed 
it up when he said to a group of people, 
“The whole difference is that we Orien- 
tals are polytheists, and it makes no dif- 
ference to us how many gods we 
worship, while you Occidentals are 


monotheists and worship only one god.” 

Not only so, but the State Shrines are 
given religious significance in that the 
vast majority of the people believe them 
to’be religious. Non-Christians certainly 
think so and have been heard to criti- 
¢ize Christians who go to the shrines 
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on the ground that they do not really 
believe in and worship only one God. 
Moreover Korean Christians, seeing 
other Christians bow, believe they are 
breaking their vows to God. Of mis- 
sionaries who have bowed some have 
said: “They led us out of heathenism. 
Now they are leading us back into it.” 

Any impartial investigation of the sit- 
uation in Japan therefore must lead to 
two conclusions. One was volunteered 
by a Japanese police officer who said, 
“This whole policy which demands obei- 
sance at the State Shrines is being forced 
upon even the government itself by 
the military.” This is no longer a secret 
in Japan. It is only surprising that the 
whole civil government has so meekly 
accepted the demand. But political lib- 
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eralism is, in Japan for the time being, 
dead. 

The other conclusion is that, in the 
hands of her militarists, Japan hergelf, 
including all her purposes, ambitions, 
methods, and everything about her, is 
being deified and is to be made supreme 
in the life of every subject. This is why 
the unspeakably barbarous war in China 
is being called Japan’s “sacred, holy” 
war. Every Japanese subject who is un- 
willing to acknowledge all these claims, 
and give the sign that concedes them, 
is to be deprived of all his rights as a 
Japanese subject. The lines of the con- 
flict are drawn. This is the situation 
actually confronting Christianity in the 
whole Japanese Empire. 

(To be continued next week) 








A method that included Scripture 
memorizing and home visitation 








‘A Threefold Plan for Building Up Attendance 


By Wilfred A. Miller 








OR many years, the Black Rock Con- 

gregational Sunday School, Bridge- 
port, Conn., was a progressive commu- 
nity Sunday school, with an average 
weekly attendance of over three hun- 
dred. Our program was, like so many 
modern Sunday schools, an effort to 
cultivate all the Christian characteristics 
in the child, and to help him be a worth- 
while citizen. Very few of the teachers 
(at that time) had experienced the new 
birth, 

Then it happened! How it began is 
hard to say, but one by one the younger 
people of our church and Sunday school 
got saved. Instead of teaching “re- 
ligion” they naturally witnessed for our 
Lord, “How that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures.” The 
last seven or eight years has seen a 
steady growth and development among 
our young people, for which we praise 
God. Many have gone away to Christian 
schools and colleges, while a few have 
already entered Christian service. 

All this has been very gratifying, es- 
pecially to ‘see the average Sunday 
school pupil taking an out-and-out stand 
for Christ. The only concern, however, 
is the fact that attendance numbers 
have decreased considerably. 

Here we are with a beautiful modern 
building, a staff of one hundred per cent 
saved teachers, and a neighborhood in 
which we have practically no compet- 
ing Sunday schools, and yet we can just 
reach the two hundred mark on special 
occasions. Our problem, therefore, is 
to try to regain the students who have 
left, and to reach the new children in 
our district who have never visited our 
Sunday school. With this object in 
mind, our superintendent, Arnold C. 
Borgman, drew up a plan for the past 





year different from any we ever tried 
out before. Briefly it consists of three 
distinct projects, carried out independ- 
ently of each other, yet all correlated 
and with the same purpose in view. 

First: We had one of our officers 
take pictures of the fine Sunday. school 
building with youngsters leaving after 
a session. Then he prepared some group 
pictures, showing typical classes in ac- 
tion studying their lessons. These were 
assembled, and the best ones prepared 
for printing, with the resuit that a beau- 
tiful four-page folder in two ‘colors was 
made up, containing a few choice sen- 
tences from a back issue of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times on the value of the Sun- 
day school, plus some inviting summaries 
of the good times and fellowship that 
our Sunday school offered throughout 
the year. The main and underlying 
thought was carried out, that “this is 
your neighborhood Sunday school and 
it welcomes you.” 

These folders were distributed to every 
home in the Black Rock Section of 
Bridgeport by a competent young man. 
The fact that they were printed in colors 
on high class stock and illustrated by 
four clear pictures made the impression 
that at least their neighborhood Sunday 
school was progressive. 

Seconp: A contest was decided upon 
as a means of interesting new members. 
At first no one was enthusiastic about 
just another contest, but when it was 
proposed that this contest should be pri- 
marily a means of encouraging Scrip- 
ture memorjzing, as well as a good plan 
to build attendance, it was accepted. 
The committee divided the Sunday 
school into three teams, and each team 
was provided with a large cardboard 
knight on horseback. The object was to 
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clothe them with the Christian’s armor 
mentioned in Ephesians 6. 

The highest points were given for 
verses learned, and the verses which we 
used were those in the box of “Scrip- 
ture Memorizing Cards,”1 by Oscar 
Lowry. We had used this card system 
in a group Correspondence School 
Course that the teachers studied a few 
years ago, and were all highly in favor 
of the system, because it helped the 
teachers so much. We had all the verses 
mimeographed on paper and given to all 
the children, but when they learned fif- 
teen, they were given free of charge 
a. box of the cards that they could keep. 
In all, forty-seven boxes were given 
away, and of those students who re- 
ceived them five were given leather- 
bound, $6 Scofield Reference Bibles for 
successfully learning every one of the 
verses in the box. We felt it worth all 
the expense to get the Word of God into 
the children’s hearts and minds. Those 
who learned only half of the verses in 
‘the box were given Testaments, or a 
copy of Mr. Lowry’s book, “Scripture 
Memorizing and Successful Personal 
Work.” 2 

The points were given also for new 
members, visitors, and being on time. 
The contest was made more interesting 
when we installed an industrial time 
clock. Inasmuch as we spent most of 
the time on the memorizing side of the 
contest, we felt some sort of novelty 
should be introduced to make the con- 
test attractive. The children punched 
the time clock as they came in, and the 
cards were used by the teachers to 
record points gained by the students. 
The card itself was an accurate means 
of showing whether the student was on 
time, and an easy way to tabulate points 
gained for being on time, learning 
verses, bringing Bible, and bringing new 
students. It was revealed that students 
were generally ahead of time, while the 
teachers were just about on time, or 
‘ late, something our superintendent sus- 
pected, but which the cards proved. All 
cards were collected for contest re- 
corders. The boys and girls really en- 
joyed the clock, and it made them feel 
so businesslike, like their fathers I sup- 
pose, 

The attendance rose the highest in 
years, while few were late while the 
contest was in progress. 

The TuirpD and final effort of winning 
back those that left is now in progress. 
A list from old records and class books 
had been tabulated, and at a special 
meeting these were read before the 
teachers and staff. Those knowing these 
former students, and able to call upon 
them, volunteered to do so, and the 
names were transferred to their lists. 
Someone is now responsible to call upon 





1May be obtained from the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, 837 North Wells Street, 
Chicago, 154 cards in strong, neat box, 35 cents. 

2 Bible. Institute Colportage Association, 79 
pages, heavy covers, 10 cents. 
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each of these old members, and report 
back what progress was made, Some 
plan to visit in groups, some alone, and 
still others plan to invite the children 
to their home. It is entirely up to the 
volunteer worker, but whatever method 
he uses, we know that he will do so 
after spending time in prayer, and then 
do so with the assurance that God is 
leading in an effort to win the young- 
ster for Christ. 

While these three plans may seem un- 
related, nevertheless one supplements 
the other. The pamphlets reached every 


home — Jews, Catholics, and Protestants. © 


The contest reached many members who 
were irregular in attendance. The per- 
sonal visitation is now reaching the ones 
who left us. 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
ye 


God is Ever the Same 


By the late Henry Clay Trumbuli 


T WAS the custom of Dr. Henry Clay 

Trumbull, the Editor of THE SuNnpDay 
ScHoo. Times for so many years, to speak 
briefly in the morning service of New 
Year’s Day in the Walnut Street Pres- 
byterian Church in Philadelphia. Many 
took part in the service from year to 
year, and his words were always awaited 
with affectionate interest, written out in 
his minutely careful penciled writing. 
The following words of his were given 
on New Year’s morning of 1903, and it 
was on December 8 of. that year that Dr. 
Trumbull was called Home to meet the 
Lord, whom he had so abundantly served 
throughout a long life. 


Dr. TRUMBULL’S MESSAGE 


We call this the morning of the “New 
Year,” as we come together at this early 
hour to praise him who.is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
Yet the very term and the idea of the 
New Year are of time and of ourselves. 
With God there is nothing old and there 
is nothing new. With God there is no 
past, and no future. With God there is 
only the ever present; only the eternal 
now. Past and future, old and new, are 
human terms, and they suggest human 
measures of time. The measures of time 
and of age, as a child sees them, are 
puny measures in comparison with the 
estimates of him with whom a thousand 
years are as one day, and one day is 
as a thousand years. 

I know a dear little boy who was re- 
cently approaching four years of age, 
while his grandfather was approaching 
fourscore years of age. To that little 
boy four years meant more than four- 
score years: meant to his grandfather. 
Looking forward to his new year when 
he was to be fully four, the boy said 
with the pride of conscious possession, 
“Grandfather, next month I shall be four 
years old; and four years old is pretty 
old, Grandfather, — pretty old”; and the 


January 4, 1941 


youthful veteran tottered bravely under 
the weight of his passing years. 

We gather here year by year, and we 
note what we count changes; but God 
is ever the sarae. His goodness and his 
love never change. And in that same- 
ness let us rest, rejoicingly and in trust, 
as : 

“The one thing changeless, utterly true 

Forever old and forever new; 

And fickle and changeful never.” 


Winning Students for Christ 


ANY readers of the Trues doubtless 

know young men or women in 
college or university whom they believe 
would benefit from Christian fellowship. 
The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
will be glad to have secretaries in every 
case possible look up these individuals 
and introduce them into local chapters 
of the Fellowship. These secretaries, 
recent graduates themselves with a keen 
appreciation of student problems, . are 
now working in more than a score of 
college and university centers through- 
out the country. There is evidence that 
God is blessing their testimony. 

For instance, last spring one student 
on a large university campus was loud 
in his profession of atheism. Early this 
fall he attended an Inter-Varsity meet- 
ing. -Now he is living evidence of the 
regenerating power of Jesus Christ. An- 
other chapter of the Fellowship, just 
recently formed, has won two students 
to Christ. 

The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship was founded in 1877 at Cambridge 
University in England. Later chapters 
were formed throughout England and 
the dominions, as well as in continental 
Europe. In 1939 the first chapter was 
established in the United States, at the 
University of Michigan. Now an office 
has been opened in Chicago as head- 
quarters of the Inter-Varsity activity in 
this country. 

Through the help of the secretaries 
Christian students are banded together, 
then instructed in the vital work of 
leading other students to Christ. Among 
other activities, pioneering work is be- 
ing dore today by Inter-Varsity in de- 
veloping the campus house,—a Chris- 
tian fraternity house, Maintained on a 
co-operative basis by a group of Chris- 
tian students. Such houses are rapidly 
becoming the centers of Christian activ- 
ity on the campuses: 

The names of students whom readers 
of the Times would like, to have secre- 
taries visit should be sent to the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago. Other campuses 
are asking for Inter-Varsity secretaries. 
C. Stacey Woods is the General Secre- 
tary. Some will doubtless be glad to 
share in the support’of this soul-winning 
work among students, and ‘gifts should 
be sent to the Chicago address. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 19., THE SLIGHTED INVITATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 14:15-35, printed text, Luke 14: 15-24 
Golden Text.—Come; for all things are now ready.—Luke 14:17 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International f Lesson 
Committee for printing in the !esson helps is Luke 14:15-24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a, great supper, 
and bade many: 

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The 
first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused, 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. 

21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. 
Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring 
in-hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Luke 14:15 And when one of them that !sat at meat with 
him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God. 16 But he said unto him, A 
certain man made a great supper; and he bade many: 17 and 
he sent forth his *servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18 And 
they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said 
unto him, I have bought a field, and I must needs go out and 
see it; I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray 
thee have me excused. 20 And another said, I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21 And the *servant came, 
and told his lord these things. Then the master of the house 
being angry said to his * servant, Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor and maimed 
and blind and lame. 22 And the “servant said, Lord, what thou 
didst command is done, and yet there is room. 23 And the lord 
said unto the *servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and constrain them to come in, that my house may be filled. 





22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast com- 


manded, and yet there is room. 


24 For I say unto you, that none of those men that were bidden 


shall taste of my supper. 


23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the high- 


ways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 


may be filled. 


24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were 
- bidden shall taste of my supper. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E parable of the Great Supper is 
; one of the most delightful, and yet 
most solemn of all the Gospel pic- 
tures given us in the New Testament. 
It is delightful because of the way it 
sets forth the grace that is in the heart 
of God, flowing out to the needy and 
sinful. But it is most solemn because 
of the manner in which man’s response 
to the message of grace is portrayed. 
There is a difference between this story 
as given in Luke and the parable of 
the Marriage Feast as given in Matthew 
22:1-14. Here in Luke it is the sovereign 
grace of God that is emphasized. There, 
in Matthew, the emphasis is put upon 
the divine government. This is a great 
supper to which all are invited. That is 
a marriage feast intended at first for 
the select few. There the servants who 
carry the royal invitation are the min- 
isters of the Word, sent forth to say, 
“Come; for all things are now ready.” 
Here there is only one Servant in view, 
the blessed Holy Spirit, and he does 
what man cannot do: he compels men 
to come in. «This is beautifully ex- 
pressed in an old hymn: 
Why was I made to hear thy voice 
And enter while there’s room, 


While thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come? 


1Gr., reclined. 


2 Gr.,. bondservant. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


Sunday School: Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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"Twas the same love that spread the feast 
That gently forced me in, 

Else I had still refused to come 
And perished in my sin. 

Nothing shows out the incorrigible evil 
that lurks in the heart of sinful, unre- 
generate man, like his readiness to find 
excuses for not availing himself of the 
rich provision which the grace of God 
has made for his blessing. But nothing 
tells out more preciously the abound- 
ing love of God than the way he, by 
the Spirit, triumphs over our reluctance 
and woos and wins us to himself. 


The Historical Setting 


It was while still at meat in the un- 
named Pharisee’s house, where we saw 
him in our last lesson, that the Lord 
Jesus Christ related this beautiful par- 
able. It sprang naturally from the talk 
around the festal board. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 14:15.—“Blessed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God.” Jesus 
had set forth the principles of that 
Kingdom in such a way that this man’s 
heart was moved to admiration and his 
rapturous exclamation showed how im- 
pressed he had been with our Lord’s 
instruction. He thought anyone would 
esteem it a privilege to be invited to a 
place in that Kingdom. In the answer 
of Jesus he showed that no man would 
ever accept such an invitation unless 
compelled by the gracious work of the 
Spirit of God. 


Verse 16—“‘A certain man made: a 





great supper, and bade many.” It was 
God who prepared the Gospel feast. 
The first guests bidden were the peo- 
ple of Israel, the Jews. 


Verse 17.—‘Come; for all things are 
now ready.” This was the message that 
was sent out while our Lord was still 
upon earth, to be repeated, after his 
death and resurrection, when the Holy 
Spirit descended on Pentecost. The feast 
was spread, the guests were summoned, 
but the response was most disappointing. 


~ Verse 18.—“They all with one consent 
began to make excuse.” .Paltry ex- 
cuses they were, tgo, and such they are 
still, when men try to give some reason 
for ignoring the Gospel call. The first 
man claimed he had to go and inspect 
a piece of land already purchased! In 
that case it might well wait a more suit- 
able time. But he put property before 
obedience to the invitation extended to 
him. Many are making the same mis- 
take today. 


Verse 19.—“I pray thee have me ex- 
cused.” The invitation was politely but 
definitely refused. This man had bought 
“five yoke of oxen.” They meant more 
to him than a seat at the table of the 
gracious Host who desired his participa- 
tion in the feast. ‘ 

Verse 20.—“I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.” There 
was no polite begging off here. It was 
either the wife or the feast, and he 


.chose the wife. With many today it is 


either the wife, or the Gospel; or vice 
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versa, a husband or Christ. It is pitiable 
when marriage, God’s own ordinance, 
designed for our blessing, comes in be- 
tween the soul and its salvation. 


Verse 21—“The master of the house 
being angry.” The anger of God is di- 
rected against those who spurn the grace 
of the Gospel. In his indignation he set 
the leaders of Israel to one side, and 
commanded the servant to carry the 
message to those who were despised and 
lowly, but who could appreciate the 
kindness of God in meeting their deep 
need and ministering to their spiritual 
distress. 


Verse 22.—“Yet there is room.” The 
many who responded to the invitation, 
in Israel, as on Pentecost and after, did 
not exhaust the divine resources, nor fill 
the house. 


Verse 23.—“Go out ... compel... that 
my house may be filled.” And so the 
message goes out into all the world to 
lost, guilty sinners everywhere, telling 
of bountiful provision and a warm wel- 
come to the feast of love for everyone 
who will accept the invitation. The 
compelling power of the Holy Spirit 
accompanies the proclamation of the 
Gospel, breaks down opposition, convicts 
of need, produces desire for salvation 
and holiness, and so draws the hungry 
to the satisfying feast. 


Verse 24.—“None of those men which 
were bidden shall taste.” That is, not 
one who excused himself will be forced 
to come in. Men who decide against 
Christ must be left where their unhappy 
determination puts them. It was so with 
the leaders of Israel who despised the 
declaration of the grace of God. It will 
be true of all who care more for tem- 
porary gain than for eternal blessing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In preparing the Gospel feast, God 
has made abundant provision that all 
men may be saved and enjoy the bounty 
of his redemptive grace. But to man has 
been given the power of choice, and it 
is his prerogative to accept or reject the 
invitation so freely extended to “whoso- 
ever will.” No excuse that man can 
make is really valid. He owes it to 
himself to heed the call and to take 
his place at the King’s table, where he 
may enjoy the rich repast so freely 
spread. He owes it, too, to God himself 
to esteem at its proper value the priv- 
ilege extended to him. He who seeks 
an excuse for rejecting the divine offer 
of mercy is doing despite to the Spirit 
of grace and trampling the blood of the 
covenant beneath his feet as though it 
were of little worth (Heb. 10:28, 29). 
Since God the Father has given his 
Son that all men might live through him 
(1 John 4:9), and since the Holy Spirit 
has come from Heaven to bear witness 
(John 16:8) to the truth of the Gospel, 
it behooves every man to accept with 
alacrity and gratitude the salvation so 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8. (16) January 19.—The Slighted Invita- 


 shudnsaeud ds tinen s 4 at Luke 14:15-35 
4. (17) January 26.—Christ’s Concern for 
Pee ... Luke 15 


5. (18) February 2.—The Individual’s Re- 
sponsibility Regarding Beverage Al- 
cohol. Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 
9-12; Mark 9:42-48; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

6. (19) February 9.—The Christian Atti- 
tude toward Possessions .. ..Luke 16 

7. (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 
giveness and Gratitude ........ Luke 17 

8. (21) February 23.—Jesus Calls to 


re Tete )—6UCU 
9. (22) March 2.—The Authority of 
MEL cichec tia wabes .. Luke 19:1 to 20:8 


10. (23) March 9.—Christ Rejected. 
Luke 20:9 to 21:38 
11. (24) March 16.—The Lord’s Supper. 
Luke 22:1-38 








graciously offered. This is the lesson of 
the Great Supper. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE GospeL FEAST 

Abundant provision—“A great supper” 

Gracious invitation—‘Bade many” 

Courteous entreaty—“Come; for all 
things are now ready” 

Callous refusal—“With one consent” 

Invalid excuses—“Began to make ex- 
cuse” 

Unmerited kindness—“Into the streets 
and lanes” 

Ample accommodation—“Yet there is 
room” 

Limitless grace—“The highways and 
hedges” 

Compelling love—“‘Compel them _ to 
come” 

Righteous judgment—“None . . . which 
were bidden” 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


He Who Excuses Accuses. This is a 
well-known saying and it is very true 
indeed in connection with the excuses 
that men make for refusing the Gos- 
pel invitation. No affair of this life is 
important enough to take precedence of 
preparation for the life to come. Every- 
thing that is right and lawful may be 
attended to in good time without neg- 
lecting the great matter of the soul’s 
salvation. But when temporal things 
are given precedence over those that 
are eternal, one is guilty of the greatest 
possible folly. He but accuses himself 
of his own lack of sincerity and his in- 
gratitude toward the God of all grace. 


The last part of this 14th chapter is 
part and parcel of the one great lesson 
it sets forth. It shows us how all-im- 
portant it is that we face facts honestly, 
and give Christ and the things of God 
the first place in our lives; then all 
else will be right. But if we fail here, 
we fail in everything. 
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Yet There Is Room. So long as the 
day of grace continues, there is still room 
in the Father’s house for everyone who 
will head the Spirit’s call. 

Yet there is room, the Lamb’s bright hall 

of song, 

With its fair glory, beckons thee along. 

Reom, room, still room, 

O enter, enter now. 

Soon the last soul will have accepted 
the invitation of grace; then the door 
will be shut. Until then, we who have 
been saved are to go out into all the 
world, motivated by the Holy Spirit, to 
invite men to come to the feast so lav- 
ishly spread. 


Applications and Summaries 


Our Lord came to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. It was to the 
favored nation that the first invitation 
went out. When they spurned the good- 
ness of God, by rejecting his Son, it 
but opened the way for the proclama- 
tion of grace to the Gentiles. 


None can be too bad for Christ, as 
none are so good that they do not need 
his salvation. All have sinned and to 
all the message of mercy is sent. Have 
we received it and accepted the invita- 
tion to partake of the Gospel supper? 

God’s salvation is not for a select few. 
Whether in the streets and lanes’ of civ- 
ilization or the highways and byways of * 
barbarism, the Divine Servant is pa- 
tiently seeking those who shall occupy a 
place at the table so richly spread. 


If not saved ourselves, what excuses 
are we making for refusing to put our 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ? How 
will these excuses sound in the day 
when the door is shut, if we are left 
outside forever? 


The salvation of the soul is of such 
infinite value that there is nothing on 
earth that can be compared to it. What 
then shall be said of him who fritters 
away his hope of Heaven for a little 
temporary gain or for some fleeting 
worldly pleasure? 


The test of decision depends on what 
we are prepared to surrender for Christ’s 
sake. To follow him means to refuse 
any claim that would contravene his 
authority over us. 


To count the cost means to weigh 
carefully what is involved in turning 
from the world to Christ. We are not 
saved by our self-denial, but he who 
has been saved is called to self-denial 
all his days. 

CHICAGO. 


we 


CurisTIAN YoutH is THE Sunpay 
ScHooL TIMES paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for eight weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School. Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





Lesson for January 19 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT does the great supper represent? 
2. Who were the guests first bidden? 
3. Why were the excuses invalid? 


4. What is the difference between a rea- 
son and an excuse? 

5. What are some of the excuses that mod- 
ern folk make to the invitation? 


6. Who are represented by those who 
were later invited to the feast? 


7. Were the compulsory guests prepared, 
fit guests for the great man’s house? 


8. What lesson can we get from verses 21 
and 23? 


9. Do you know how to invite people to 
come to Christ? 


10. Are you concentrating upon, and pray- 
ing for those whom you should invite? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 12 of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Borrowing the Ax.—They all with one 
consent began to make excuse (Luke 
14:18). Years ago, Market Street in 
Philadelphia, east of Broad, was lined 
with small clothing stores. The pro- 
prietor or one of his men, stood outside 
and solicited business from countrymen 
who passed by. They sold “ready made” 
suits, sometimes called “hand-me- 
downs.” This was before Mr. John Wan- 
amaker (former owner of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo, Times) taught the world how 
to distribute merchandise. 

When “Country” entered one of these 
clothing stores and a suit was put on 
him, and the salesman pulled it here, 
and yanked it there, he would step off 
and say, “Ah-h-h! fits you like ze paper 
on ze vall!” even though the coat collar 
and the shirt collar were not in touch 
by an inch or two. 

All this is to call attention to a good 
story that fits this text perfectly with- 
out any help, and the collar sets up 
like a made-to-order. It is a story of 
wide application. I have occasion to tell 
it frequently. (Prov. 25:11.) 

One Oriental went to his neighbor to 
borrow an ax. 

“I> am very sorry, my friend,” said 
Mr. Ax Owner, “that I cannot lend you 
my ax. But you see I am expecting 
company today for dinner, and I will 


* need the ax to eat the soup with.” 


After Mr. Borrower had departed a 
friend of Mr. Ax Owner, who stood by 
said: 

“That was a ridiculous reason to give 
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that man for not lending him your ax.” 
“My dear brother,” exclaimed Mr. Ax 
Owner, “one excuse is just as good as 


another when you don’t want to lend” 


the ax.” 

You should add this story to your kit. 
When ‘some fellow gets eloquent and 
expansive upon, “Why I can’t be a Chris- 
tian,” apply the story, and note how 
the swelling goes down. 


“Old Stuff.”"—A piece of ground.... 
Five yoke of oxen. ... Married a wife 
(vs. 18-20). If called upon to invent 
three nonsensical excuses, could you im- 
prove on these? Can you imagine any 
sane man, not to mention a haggling, 
suspicious type as the Oriental, buying 
a piece of land without first seeing it? 
Oh, yes, I know lots of folks did this 
for Florida some years ago, but none 
of these were Orientals, who haggle over 
quarters, dimes, and nickels; they were 
easy-going, trusting-to-luck Americans. 
An Ax Owner! 

What farmer would buy one yoke of 


“THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE?’ xom.1:20 
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oxen, not to speak.of five yoke, with- 


_oyt firsytrying* (proving) them? An- 


other ax man! 

That fellow with a new wife had the 
“ax-ist” excuse of the three. Why not 
take the wife along! At the marriage 
of Cana it was a woman guest named 
Mary who seemed to be looking after 
the party (John 2:3-5). 

Like all of Jesus’ stories, this is a 
masterpiece. It exposes the hollowness 
of most excuses. The excuse habit is 
a fairly good sign of weakness and lack 
of ability. When someone comes with 
a hard luck story, and you dig in for 
causes, you are apt to uncover a mine 
of excuses. (Rom. °2:15.) 

I have just been reading in a little 
magazine what prominent men and 
women were doing in 1914, when the 
Great War started. It is interesting to 
see how the child is father to the man. 
Secretary of the Intericr Ickes, when a 
fifteen-year-old boy, was delivering 
magazines with twelve other boys to 
































I had not come 
them, they ‘had 
nothad sin: but 
now they have no 
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sin: But now have 
they both seen 
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help him. He was “hustling,” not “ex- 
cusing.” 

I am reading the life of District At- 
torney Thomas E. Dewey, and I find that 
—I will quote, “At thirteen, Dewey had 
nine or ten boys working as his agents 
in distributing weeklies and monthlies 
and Detroit Daily News. Every morning 
he met the six-fifteen train.” No ex- 
cuses for Dewey. 

Mr. Cyrus H. K. Curtis of the Ladies 
Home Journal got up at four o’clock to 
distribute papers. 

When I go to town I find young men 
loafing idly about pitying themselves for 
having no job. In the future they will 
have the familiar whine, “Never had a 
break.” The trouble is these chaps have 
not, been getting themselves ready for 
“Old Mr. Break” when he comes along. 


Highway and Hedges Folks.—Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and com- 
pel them to come in (v. 23). The high- 
ways and hedges of the countryside, with 
their thrushes and other birds, and chip- 
munks, are in consequence a wonderful 
improvement over the lanes and alleys 
of the town with their cats and rats and 
smells ! 

That is to say, a “Certain Man” dropped 
the land-buying, oxen-proving, bride- 
groom-moneyed quality and turned to 
the “common herd.” He was, in fact, to 
entertain some “live stock,” which like 
as not contained some potential prize 
winners. 

It will be remembered that the Lord 
Jesus got his followers for the most 
part from the highways and hedges of 
Palestine, and not from the Square and 
Avenue of the city. The fishing bank 
yielded some. At aristocratic Athens 
Paul found the leaders all busy with 
lands, oxen, and matrimony affairs. But 
down at Corinth the followers came from 
the section that held the needle workers! 
(Acts 17:32; 18:1-3.) 

Here in America almost all of our 
achieving men and women have come 
from the highways and hedges. Pick 
them out and run over the list and see. 
Ford, Chrysler, Dewey, Wanamaker, 
Schwab, Hershey, Young, Carnegie, and 
so on. 

As I write, I have before me the news- 
paper accounts of two scandals which 
pertain to the grandchildren of two of 
America’s wealthy men. Both grand- 
fathers were “highway and hedges” 
product, active in Sunday school and 
church affairs. God prospered them and 
they left millions. The grandsons 
laughed at “Grandpop’s” piety, and had 
“no use” for the “Old Bird’s” religion. 
Became “socialites” and a liability for 
family and country. It just happens to 
be the last of a long parade that goes 
on the first page. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
oe editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Mlustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Lesson for April 6 


Readers who have the lesson list for 1941 
will notice that an alternate lesson is suggested 
for April 6. The Times lesson department will 
discuss only the regular lesson for that date, 
entitled “Christ Promises Power” (Acts 1:1-12), 
and illustrations are desired only for that topic 
and passage. 


A Gospel Hymn.—Come; for all things 
are now ready (Golden Text). Dr. H. 
Clay Trumbull, in his work as a chap- 
lain, once tried to point to Christ a 
young soldier who was under convic- 
tion. But the young man failed to find 
peace. As he was leaving, Dr. Trumbull 
gave him a‘ copy of a Soldier’s Hymn- 
book. When next they met, the young 
soldier’s face revealed that the change 
had come. “You tried to make it plain, 
Chaplain,” he said, “yet I didn’t get any 
help. But I opened that little hymn- 
book and read: : 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each 

spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 

And then it was all clear to me.” Miss 
Elliott’s hymn invites us to come to 
Christ as we are. Many stumble over 
the very simplicity of faith by imagin- 
ing there is some difficult thing they 
must do to enter the Christian life— 
From Editorial in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


A Little Boy’s Delight.—Come (Golden 
Text). <A little boy, who saw for the 
first time the sign, “Common,” in Bos- 
ton, at the entrance of the great park 
known as Boston Common, called out, 
joyfully: “It don’t say, ‘Keep Off the 
Grass’; it says, ‘Come on’!” And this 
is the Gospel invitation. Not “Keep 
off,” but “Come on.” An interested lis- 
tener said to Mr. Moody, “One might 
think that the word ‘Come’ was your 
pet text.” “I have two; one is ‘Come,’ 
and the other is ‘Go,’” was his answer. 
“Come for cleansing and acceptance. Go 
into service. Go and get others to come.” 
—From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Excused.—And they all with one con- 
sent began to make excuse (Luke 14:18). 
God invites you to the greatest happiness 





January 4, 1941 


that can come to man in this world, and 
you say, “Excuse me.” He invites you 
to a life of the noblest service any man 
can live, and you say, “Excuse me.” 
He invites you to a happy reunion with 
the loved ones whose faces faded away 
in the gloom of the grave, and you say, 
“Excuse me.” And yet he has borne 
with you in patience and in love. Some- 
time he will take you at your word, and 
say, “You are excused,” and shut you, as 
he did these men, forever from his 
mercy and pardon.—From W. E. Bieder- 
wolf. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham,- 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


“We Hear the Gospel, But —.”—I pray 
thee have me excused (vy. 19). What 
hinders many from answering Christ’s 
call? Three Swazi girls were posing 
for their photographs, and the mission- 
ary found there an opportunity to speak 
of God’s love for his children, and to 
present the claim of the Gospel. The 
reply was given, “We hear the Gospel 
at our kraal.” “Then why do you not 
repent and believe?” said the minister. 
There was a pause. Then came the 
frank and final reply, “We hear the 
Gospel, but we love our beads.”—From 
the Sunday Companion. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Gospel for Low Castes—Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither the poor, and 
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind 
(v. 21). For thirty years the work at 
Ongole, India, had had so little success 
that there was talk of its being aban- 
doned. When John E. Clough took 
charge of the work the high-caste Brah- 
mans began ,.to show a willingness to 
hear more about Christianity. But when 
the low-caste Telugus also desired to 
be taught, the high-caste rebelled. “You 
must have nothing to do with these peo- 
ple,” they said, “if you expect to teach 
our children or to receive our support.” 
What was to be done? Clough sought 
help in prayer and the reading of his 
Bible. His heart sock courage in the 
passage, “But God chose the foolish 
things of the world, that he might put 
to shame them that are wise; and God 
chose the weak things of the world, that 
he might put to shame the things that 
are strong.” While he was reading, his 
wife came to his study and said she 
had gotten her courage from the same 
passage of Scripture. After this inci- 
dent, mission preaching to low-caste 
Telugus was continued with ceaseless 
energy. Before a year had’ passed ten 
thousand had been added to the church. 
The success of the work has continued 
to this day—From “Home Department” 
(Baptist publication). Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


When Heinz Was Rebtked.—And com- 
pel them to come in, that my house may 
be filled (v. 23). Everyone knows of 
Heinz, of the “fifty-seven varieties,” but 
few know of his zeal as a soul-winner. 





Lesson for January 19 


At a revival meeting one day, the min- 
ister turned to him and said, “You are 
a Christian man; why aren’t you up and 
at it?” He went home in anger, and 
went to bed, but could not sleep. At 
four o’clock in the morning he prayed 
that God would make him a power in 
His work, and then went to sleep. At 
the next meeting of bank president? 
which he attended shortly afterward, he’ 
turned to the man next to him and spoke 
to him of the Christian life. His friend 
looked at him in amazement and said, 
“Tl’yve wondered many times why you 
never spoke to me about it if you really 
believed in Christ.” That man was the 
first of 267 souls whom Heinz won to 
Christ after that time—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, 
Minn. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson - 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Eating. 
Discussion: What is the difference be- 
tween an excuse and a reason? 
Objective: Giving Jesus Christ 
place. 


first 











‘AY, fellows, here is a parable of the 
Lord Jesus Christ which should chal- 
lenge your interest at once because of 
the feast. This is being written on 
Thanksgiving morning and the air is 
full of all kinds of appetizing odors com- 
ing from the kitchen. Do I know how 
a fellow likes to sit down before a din- 
ner of “turkey and all the fixin’s”? 
Guess I do! One of the great blessings 
of this physical life is to have a good 
appetite with a good digestion and some- 
thing good and tasty to eat. Much of 
our Lord’s teaching was built around the 
satisfactions of eating, because he knew 
that just there was a vital connection 
with human experience and interest. 

One might fail to take in the full sig- 
nificance of the parable if he did not 
read the opening statement of the text 
in verse 15: “And when one of them 
that sat at meat with him heard these 
things, he said unto him, Blessed is he 
that shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God.” Then Jesus told the parable of 
the great supper prepared by a certain 
man, and how those specially invited 
to it had themselves excused for vari- 
ous reasons. On the surface of things 
it might appear that the specially invited 
ones had a right to excuse themselves; 
one had bought land and was more 
interested in that; another had bought 
ten oxen and was more interested in 
testing them out.. And of course this 
young bridegroom who had just married 
a wife didn’t care to be running off to 
any man’s supper, no matter how good 
it might be. 

But Jesus here is teaching concerning 
the “Bread of Heaven” prepared for 
sinners. He himself is that Bread. In 
the sixth chapter of John he says: “I 
am that bread of life. ...tI am the 
living bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever.” 

There is no earthly possession, whether 
land or oxen, valuable as they may be; 
or loved ones, precious as they are, — 
none of these are good enough to hold 
us back from prompt acceptance of the 
Bread of Life, who is Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. A large part of Satan’s strategy 
is to supply the “most reasonable” ex- 
cuses for declining. 

Ordinarily we do not have to give up 
these legitimate earthly enjoyments in 
order to become a servant of the Lord 
Jesus. Indeed, he has graciously ar- 
ranged it so that we may have them, 
too; and they are even greater assets 


‘ when possessed as a Christian steward- 
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ship. But, whenever any earthly pos- 
session becomes a hindrance to our loy- 
alty and service to the Master, then they 
are liabilities of tragic character. If 
the Lord has challenged you to some 
high service for himself, and you allow 
any possession or plan of your own to 
cause you to say, “I pray thee let me 
be excused,” then you are robbing your- 
self of the supreme blessing. 


You need not fear, old fellow; what- 
ever the Lord calls you out for, be 
assured that he has in it a reward which 
will far surpass in real joy all the 
pleasures this world can give you. 


“Come; for all things are now ready !” 
Avon Park, FLA. 
w 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou art ever reaching out with loving and 
constraining grace to those whom thou wouldst 
invite to thyself. Thou hast offered us so 
very much, and we have been so ungrateful. 
How. many excuses we have for not accept- 
ing what thou dost offer! Almost any excuse 
seems to be a sufficient hindranee to keep 
needy human beings away from thee, and not- 
withstanding thine abundant mercies shown 
forth in so many ways to mankind. Our 
Father, thou hast been very patient with us, 
and thou art ever the seeking God, more than 
ready to receive those who need thee, and 
yet who appear to be most reluctant to aecept 
thy loving-kindness. Our Father, may we, as 
we have opportunity, speak the word of in- 
vitation to draw others to thee, so that thy 
provision for them may be accepted, and life 
committed to thee in glad service and com- 
plete trust. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Have you ever 
thought how very inventive we are in 
making excuses for that which we do not 
wish to do? Our excuses are so flimsy 
and keep us away from some very great 
benefits that are offered to us. Our 
Heavenly Father is ever seeking to bring 
us to himself, and very lame indeed most 
of our many excuses seem to him. He 





HIS HELP NEEDED 
iS IT HEEDED? 


COME, FOR ALL THINGS ARE NOW READY! 











doesn’t invite us into his presence be- 
cause we deserve that, but because his 
dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ has been 
extending that invitation all these years 
by life and by death, and we have turned 
to our foolish ways, and so many have 
just put aside his seeking love. Yes, we 
are called, and everything is ready for 
us, but many of us do not listen. How 
foolish it is to say “No” to him, and go 
under one excuse or another right in 
the opposite direction! You and I can- 
not think of anything that is worth while 
considering for one single moment in the 
way of blessing that can compare with 
yielding gladly and completely to the in- 
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vitation which has been offered to us 
again and again. There may be some 
in this room today who have not heeded. 
Will you here in the quiet of your own 
soul, as our pastor leads us in prayer, 
hear the call of our ever-living and our 
ever-loving Lord? Let us pray. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To cause those girls who have 
accepted Christ’s invitation to realize the 
responsibility of extending it to others. 


Activity.—In order to give this lesson 
concrete background, the girls might like 
to prepare an attractive, yet simple dinner 
in one of their homes or the Sunday 
school dining room, and invite prospective 
members of the class. After dinner have 
a few games and a brief, soul-searching 
message by the teacher or a guest. For 
the poster use a picture of friends feast- 
ing together, and remind the girls that 
“Christ is . . . the unseen guest at every 
meal, the silent listener to every con- 
versation.” 

Memory Verse.—“There is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest 
it altogether’’ (Psa. 139:4). 











“At Meat witH Hm” 


GUEST who sat near the Lord Jesus 

Christ, in the feast which we com- 
menced to study last week, suddenly 
realized how wonderful that nearness 
was. “Blessed is he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God!” he exclaimed. 
All through eternity the joy of that 
nearness would continue ! 

“Blessed is he” now who “shall” in 
future ages “eat bread” with the Lord. 
“Blessed” and joyous are we as we an- 
ticipate that feast of heavenly manna 
(Rev. 2:17), in a setting of “righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy” (Rom. 14:17), 
in the presence of One whom we mu- 
tually love because he first loved us. 
“Blessed” are we now because today 
we may be partakers of his love, near- 
ness, and victory in our lives (Josh. 1:5). 

Feasting with Christ is a personal de- 
light. The more we know about him, 
the more attractive he becomes. The 
closer we draw to him, the nearer we 
want to be. Yet we increasingly notice 
as we draw close to our Lord the pa- 
thetic needs of those who never have 
experienced the joy of his presence in 
their lives. 

Last Sunday we closed our lesson with 
the questions: What can be done for 
the great, neglected multitudes in rural 
districts and congested sections of our 
cities? How may we “go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes ... and com- 
pel them” to come to Christ? What 
reply have you found? Our lesson tells 
us what one servant did for his lord. 


“Come... THincs ARE... READY” 


Heavenly things are ready, but the 
world gives preference to earthly ones 
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(Col. 3:2). Immediate attractions of 
business, pleasure, and family life are 
abilis which keep folk from surrender- 
ing to the Creator of life and love. 
Sometimes even in our Christian service 
we place material concerns first. We 
hurry so fast to make this world “a bet- 
ter place in which to live” that we for- 
get that God’s Son has gone from this 
material planet for the very purpose of 
preparing “a place” that will be a bette 
one indeed. . 

The lord’s servant was rebuffed when 
he began to advertise the glories of the 
banquet of the King. If you, like this 
servant, say, “Come... things are... 
ready,” your invitation may often be 
turned down. But do not lose heart. 
There is more work to do. 


“Go ... Brinc” 

While able-bodied rejecters give their 
attention to work, fun, and families, 
many helpless ones are waiting for God. 
Some think they are too poor to come 
to him. 

“I cannot wear the swell clothes that 
the folks in church wear,” said a labor- 
ing girl a few days ago. Tell girls like 
her that only human eyes see outer 
garments. God sees hearts, and the gar- 
ments at the “great supper” will all be 
alike, — clean, white, shining ones per- 
sented to us by the King (Rev. 19:8). 

Some people are maimed, or lame, or 
blind, and cannot travel without help. 
You, like the good Samaritan, may share 
with these your means of transporta- 
tion and whatever else is necessary to 
make their journey possible. Some 
time ago we heard from a missionary in 
India where physical suffering is in- 
tense: “Our ox cart needs repairs so 
that we may travel through the vil- 
lages and tell eager people of Christ.” 
Later she wrote, “I have a trailer now. 
...A pair of oxen haul it from place 
to place.” These humble iacilities are 
glorifying God. 


“AnD Yet THERE Is Room” 


Would it not be sad if you had to sit 
alone at the King’s “supper” because 
you had failed to “compel” someone 
through your testimony and loving con- 
cern to fill the seats beside you, or the 
ones across the way? Folk in “highways 
and hedges,” and abandoned places of 
life may never go to church; they may 
never read the Message to them from 
the King; they may have no intimate 
Christian friends to bid them, “Come.” 
Yet they, too, need the “supper” that is 
being prepared. They, too, need the 
Bread, the Water, and the Fruits of 
everlasting life. 

Girls, will there be an empty place 
in Heaven next to you? Will there be 
one next to me? Are we presenting 
to neighbors and chums the attractive- 
ness of a life that “is hid with Christ 
in God”? 

Next week we shall consider whether 
it really makes much difference to the 


Janvary 4, 1941 


Lord when just one person turns to 
him. Understand the significance of 
Luke 15:10. 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


mn (The questions are on page 9) 
y 1. It pictures the provision which God has 
made for our blessing in the Gospel. 


2. The people of the Jews, to whom the 
message first came. 


3. Because none of them were of sufficient 
importance to take precedence over the in- 
vitation to the feast. 


4. A reason exists; an excuse must be 
made. Vance Havner, at Keswick, N. J., last 
summer said: “An excuse is the skin of a 
reason stuffed with a lie.” 


5. Excuses today have new settings only, 
for alibi-makers still are “lovers of pleas- 
ures more than lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:4). 


6. Needy sinners of all classes, through 
the entire world. 


7. This is a beautiful picture of grace, “une 
merited favor.” 


8. We should go out and bring in the un- 
saved, not be satisfied with a “‘Welcome” 
sign over the church door. 


9. Study God’s Book, then start to tell 
what you have learned (2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 
5:12-14). 


10. There may be someone who will never 
know God unless you make him known 
(Luke 24:46-48). 


i ; 
For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


ID you keep your N. R. notebook 

{in which a record is kept of deeds 
done for which there was no Reward, 
or Recompense] this week? Would you 
be willing for me to see it? 

Tell us what the Lord Jesus told the 
guests at a Sunday dinner about choos- 
ing their seats. Tell us what Jesus told 
the host about choosing his guests. 

At this same dinner one of the guests 
remarked to Jesus, “Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.” 
Jesus replied with a story: A man was 
giving a banquet and sent out many in- 
vitations. On the day of the banquet 
every single man made an excuse for 
not coming. The first sent word, I have 
bought some land and must go look it 
over. Another excused himself with, I 
have bought five yoke of oxen and am 
going to try them out. Another said, I 
have just gotten married and can’t come. 
The man who gave the banquet was 
angry at these refusals to attend. He 
said to his servant, Go quickly into the 
city streets and alleys and bring in the 
poor, crippled, lame, and blind people. 
Even after these came, still there was 
room. Then the servant was sent out 
again, Go out into the country districts 
and make folks come in to fill my house. 
For I tell you not one of those invited 
guests shall taste my: banquet! 

I wonder why the invited guests didn’t 
want to attend the banquet. Did busi- 
ness and pleasure seem more important 
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than the turkey dinner, or whatever it 
was? Was Jesus giving the man who 
spoke about feasting in the Kingdom of 
God a hint that he might miss it? _ 

Long before the Lord Jesus came to 
earth, one of God’s prophets likened sal- 
vation to food and drink for thirsty and 
hungry people. Imagine a man stand- 
ing on a street corner in the summer- 
time, calling to you boys and girls, “Ice 
cream! Ice cream! Come and get it! 
Absolutely free!” -Wouldn’t you start 
on the run? Isaiah is saying, Forgive- 
ness, salvation. Absolutely free. Come 
and get it. God is here right now. Let 
us read Isaiah “55:1, 6, 7. Now let us 
bow our heads and each one of you may 
ask God to forgive you for any naughti- 
ness that is on your mind. Perhaps you 
have not taken Jesus as your Saviour 
yet. He wants you to come to him now. 

You thought the men who “turned 
down” the banquet invitation were fool- 
ish. Do you sometimes “turn down” 
God’s invitation to enjoy good things? 
What about the time you didn’t get up 
in time for Sunday school? What about 
the girl who said she didn’t have time 
to do her Bible reading? What about 
the boy who stayed home to study, or 
played with his chum, instead of going 
to church? 

God has sent us a number of lovely 
invitations in his Word. Here is an 
envelope containing seven invitations. 
Open and read one every day this week. 
These invitations may be as elaborate 
as the ingenuity and time of the teacher 
permit. I have used the following with 
much interest on the part of the class: 
On the envelope, in place of the address, 
use, “You are invited (1) to open one 
of God’s invitations every day, (2) to 
tell next Sunday which invitation you 
liked best.” 

Each invitation was cut double from 
some appropriately colored paper, and 
sealed with a tiny strip of mending tape. 
The first was made from unused camera 
film, black on one side, red on the other, 
a double heart hinged on one side. The 
inscription was in white ink; on the 
outside, “Invitation to a Housecleaning 
Party”; on the inside, “To clean out the 
remains of a bad conscience” and “Hosea 
6:1; 14:4; Isa. 1:18; 43:25.” The second 
was a double heart of white paper, with 
a door cut on three sides in one of the 
hearts. The two hearts were pasted to- 
gether along the edges. On the heart 
with the door was printed, “An Invita- 
tion to Supper,” and inside the door on 
the second heart, “Rev. 3:20.” On the 
back of the second heart was, “The 
Guest would like to stay always.” The 
door was shut with a tiny strip of the 
mending tape. The third invitation was 
an oblong folder with a sketch of an ox 
yoke and the words, “Invitation to a 
Rest Cure,” and inside, “For those who 
are tired or discouraged. Matt. 11:28- 
30; Isa. 40: 28-31.” The fourth was shaped 
like a fish, and hinged at a top fin. 
Outside was, “Invitation for a Fishing 
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Trip”; inside, “To catch people for God,” 
and, “Mark 1:17; 16:15; Matt. 28: 18-20.” 
The fifth was a fortress tower bearing 
the words, “An Invitation to the Strong 
Tower” on the outside, and, “When you 
are afraid. Prov. 18:10; Isa. 41:10,” on 
the inside. The sixth was cut to imitate 
a thick book when closed. On the front 
cover, “A Summons to Appear at Court” 
was illustrated by a small sketch of a 
document with a seal; inside were, “No 
one can refuse this invitation— but be 
sure your name is written in the right 
book,” and, “Rev. 20:11-15.” The seventh 
was white, shaped like an Oriental 
domed house, bearing on the outside the 
words, “An Invitation to the Heavenly 
City,” and on the inside, the words, 
“Board and Room Absolutely Free! Isa. 
55:1-3; John 14:2, 3; Rev. 21:1-7, 21-27; 
22:1-6, 12-17.” 
FRANKFORT, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Worship.—One of the serious faults of the 
average Sunday school is the absence of 
the great hymns of the church. Choruses 
and “pep” songs have their place, but we 
need the hymns for worship. Try teaching 
your children this verse of the Crusader’s 
Hymn which all America has heard on the 
Lutheran Hour. It is in most church hym- 
nals, is simple but impressive, and even 
a little child can understand the words. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling, starry host: 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 

Than all the angels Heaven can boast. 

Instruction.—All were invited to the sup- 
per: No reason was given for refusing the 
invitation. Many flimsy excuses were given. 
All are invited to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb: Men have no reason for refusing 
Christ, but a thousand flimsy excuses are 
given. Some are waiting out in the hedges 
and highways: Will we be the servants to 
bring them in? 

Expression.—On their Luke page have 
the children print Reason or Excuse? Then 
give each a sheet of paper to make into an 
invitation to the Sunday school, and encour- 
age them to give these invitations to some 
child who goes to no Sunday school. 


Have You Ever Hap a Party? 


RHAPS Mother sent out sorne pretty 

invitations, or she called your friends 
on the telephone, and all those who were 
not sick or away came ito your party, 
end you had a great time. 

But did you ever hear of a party where 
nobody came who was invited? Just 
think how you'd feel if everybody sent 
you word that they couldn’t come. If 
they were all down with measles, that 
would be a real reason for staying at 
home. But if one mother called up and 
said Mary couidn’t come because they 
were going out to look at the new house 
they had bought, and another told you 
Johnny couldn’t come because he had a 
new sweater and cap and he wanted to 
see if they were warm, — and so on, until 
every person invited had given you an 
excuse, not a reason, for not coming; 
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and you had your party all ready, ice 
cream and cake, and favors, and all 
kinds of games, and nobody came,— 
What would you do? 

That’s exactly the kind of party Luke 
tells us about today in our lesson. A 
man made a great supper, and invited 
many people, and the Bible says they 
all began to make excuse. (Notice, you 
have to make excuses, but reasons al- 
ready are.) 

One had bought a piece of land, and 
he had to go and look at it. How silly! 
If he had bought it, he could go and 
look at it any time. Wise people don’t 
buy land without seeing it. 

Another had bought five pairs of oxen 
and he had to go and try them to see 
if they were good. Another flimsy ex- 
cuse, and another unwise businessman. 

And the third was perhaps the silliest 
of all: the man had married a wife and 
so he couldn’t go out to a friend’s to 
dinner. 


Wuat Dip Tuts Man Do about His Party? 


Luke tells us that he sent out his serv- 
ant into the alleys and lanes and slums 
to gather in all the poor and crippled, 
lame and blind, of the city, and bring 
them to the dinner. And when that was 
done, still there was room for others, 
and he told the servant to go out in 
the country highways and fields and 
make those people come until the house 
was full, and not one of those invited 
first could come. 

Jesus has invited all the world to 
accept him as their Saviour, and to 
come to Heaven to a great feast, greater 
than any on earth. And men are giving 
foolish excuses for not accepting Christ, 
for they have no reason for refusing him, 
—except that their sinful hearts hate 
him. Some day the door will be closed 
to them. 

But some have not heard about Jesus. 
They are out in the lanes and the by- 
ways, waiting for the servant to come 
and bring them in. Will you be the 
servant to go after them? 

Close by singing, “Bring them in.” 

Mopesto, CALir. 
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Does Our Salvation Depend 
Upon Our Fruit Bearing? 
(Continued from the second page) 


way, eating and drinking to satisfy their 
bodily appetite, “For this cause many 
are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep,”—that is, have died (1 
Cor. 11:30). There is no suggestion 
that such souls were lost, but we are 
told that their earthly life was brought 
to an end. 

It is significant that the same Greek 
verb used in John 15:2 by the Holy 
Spirit for the taking away of Chris- 
tians that do not bear fruit is used in 
Acts 1:9, in composition with a prepo- 
sition intensifying the meaning of up, 
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or upward, where we read that after 
the risen Lord had spoken his last words 
to his disciples “he was TAKEN UP; and 
a cloud received him out of their sight.” 
Again, in the prophecy from Isaiah 
about Christ which the Ethiopian was 
reading, we are told that “his life is 


TAKEN from the earth” (Acts 8:33), and ° 


the verb of John 15:2 without the prep- 
osition is used again. And the same 
verb is used in John 17:15, when our 
Lord prays concerning the disciples: “I 
pray not that thou shouldest TAKE them 
out of the world, but that thou should- 
est keep them from the evil.” 

The other verse in John 15 that has 


“troubled earnest Christians is the sixth: 


“If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned.” At 
first reading this verse might seem to 
say that the Christian who does not 
abide and bear fruit is lost. But we 
must remember that the Lord is speak- 
ing, throughout this passage, of branches 
of the vine and in the vine; that is, of 
members of his body. The fruitless 
Christian who, while saved, and a mem- 
ber of Christ’s body, is living a carnal 
not spiritual life, becomes a withered 
branch instead of a healthy, fruit-bear* 
ing branch. He is useless as a branch in 
the vine, and so far as fruit is concerned 
he is like the withered branches of a 
vine, which are fit only to be cast forth 
and gathered by men _and cast into the 
fire to be burned. But it is most sig- 
nificant that the last half of this verse 
tells, not what God does to the branch 
that does not bear fruit, but what men 
do to the withered branches of a literal 
vine. Men cannot cast human beings 
into the fire of hell to be burned; only 
God can do that (Rev. 20:15; Matt. 10: 
28). The born-again child of God, who 
has been made a member of the body 
of Christ and is a branch in the vine 
which is Christ, yet who does not abide 
and therefore does not bear fruit, is 
withered in his spiritual life and is like 
withered branches that men gather and 
cast into the fire. 

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, President of 
Dallas Theological Seminary, says of 
John 15:6 that it is “a’ recognition on 
Christ’s part of the attitude of. the out- 
side world toward inconsistent Christian 


profession. It is identically the same. 


thing that James brings out in chapter 
two, that Christians are justified before 
men by their works; and as a living 
witness for Christ an inconsistent Chris- 
tian is withered, and it is men, and not 
God, who burn them. The figure is very 
strong, but, of course, not too strong for 
the situation. There is no sense in which 
men burn each other physically. It 
must have a figurative meaning.” 

Our salvation depends upon our union 
with Christ. Our fellowship with him, 
and our fruit bearing, depend upon our 
communion with Christ. Our union is 


settled eternally, never tp be ended, the 
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moment we receive Christ as Saviour. 
Our fellowship with him, and our fruit 
bearing, depend upon our communion 
with him, and this may be broken at 
any moment by failure to abide in him. 
Union with Christ is maintained by 
Christ’s hold upon the believer. Com- 
munion with Christ is maintained by the 
believer’s abiding in Christ, moment by 
moment, by surrender and faith. There 
can be union without fruit bearing. 
There can be no fruit bearing without 
both union and communion. 

The fifteenth chapter of John is the 
Lord’s loving, pleading call to all his 
disciples and all believers to remember 
their relationship to him, all being 
branches in the vine, and to abide in 
him that they may bear much fruit and 
thus glorify his Father. “Ye have not 
chosen me,” he said, “but I have chosen 


you, and ordained you, that. ye should’ 


go and bring forth fruit.” But Christ 
and his Father will never lose those 
who have received him as Saviour and 
given themselves to him. “And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them 


- out of my Father’s hand” (John 10: 


28, 29). To all such Paul writes by in- 
spiration: “Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular.” 

The story has been told of an old lady 
who received Christ as Saviour late in 
her life, and who was overflowing with 
joy and thanksgiving because of her 
new and blessed experiences in the 
Lord. She told everyone she met about 
her Saviour, and what a wonderful 
Saviour he was. One day a skeptical 
friend said to her: “I wouldn’t boast 
so much about your Saviour if I were 
you; suppose something should happen; 
suppose he should let you slip out of 
his fingers?” 

“Oh, but I’m one of the fingers!” was 
her happy answer of radiant assurance. 

Christ is not going to lose any part 
of his body. But he longs to have 
every member of his body glorify the 
Father by bearing much fruit. 


Me 
“God's Exchanges” 


N Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes of June 

29, 1940, there appeared an editorial, 
“God’s Exchanges—in Life’s ~ Later 
Years.” It was written by a Christian 
woman in her eighties, and it carries 
such a message. of encouragement and 
comfort to all those on the sunset side of 
life that there was an insistent demand 
that it be published in leaflet form. This 
has now been done, and many will re- 
joice to know that the message, in an 
attractive leaflet, may be ordered from 
Mrs. J. Langford, “Hillcrest,” Windsor, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, at 3 cents a copy 
or 30 cents a dozen, postpaid. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 26. What My Denomination Stands 
For. Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Tim. 4:12-14. (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week. Denominational 
Day.) 


Sunday, January 19 


Ill. How Can God Become Real to Me? 
(John 4:23, 24; 1 Cor. 2:9, 10; 
John 14:7-10) 
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department of our lives (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
If we will do this, we have Christ’s 
promise, “If any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with 
me” (Rev. 3:20). The presence of the 
Lord Jesus means the presence of the 
Father, because he and the Father are 
one. We cannot have a sense of the 
presence of the one without being con- 
scious of the other. 
ye 
A realization of the presence of God 


WINTER IN FLORIDA, $60 MONTH 
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Mon.—God everywhere (Psa. 139:7-12). 

Tues.—God real to Enoch (Gen. 5:21-24). 

Wed.—Reality of God in trouble (Psa 46: 
1-3). 

Thurs.—God real to Job (Job 42:1-6). 

Fri.—God’s help in temptation (1 Cor. 10: 
13). 

Sat.—God revealed in Christ (Heb. 1:1-3). 











F SOMEONE were to ask you whether 
or not you believe God is real, you 
would undoubtedly say at once that of 
course you do, otherwise you would not 
be a Christian. But, if that one were 
to persist and were to ask whether God 
is as real to you as your mother or your 
father or some loved one, perhaps some 
of us might begin to realize that while 
we believe in the reality of God, he has 
seemed to us to be far away and quite 
removed from the everyday humdrum 
routine of our lives. 
4 

But this is not as it should be, nor is 
it God’s intention that we should think 
of him as some far-off, austere deity. 

Speak to him, thaqu, for he hears, and 

Spirit with spirit can meet — 

Closer is he than breathing, and nearer 

than hands and feet. —Tennyson. 
His Word tells us in 1 Corinthians 1:9 
that we are “called unto the fellowship 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,” and 
we have the promise of the Lord Jesus 
that, “If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him” (John 14: 
23). 

We know that Enoch, Moses, Abraham, 
David, and Paul all had a very real 
sense of God’s presence. Perhaps some 
of us have known individuals in this 
day and age to whom God seems very 
real. Why is it, then, that to some of 
us God should seem far distant and 
shadowy? Is it not that we have been 
unwilling to pay the price of the per- 
sonal consciousness of God’s presence? 

8 

First, if we would have a lasting sense 
of God’s presence there must be sur- 
render. This does not mean the giving 
up of a few things. This means a defi- 
nite transaction, in which we yield all 
that we have and are to the Lord Jesus, 
and ask him to take full control of every 
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requires trust. It is not enough merely 
to yield ourselves to the Lord Jesus and 
ask him to take full charge of our lives. 
We must really believe that he is doing, 
moment by moment, what he has said 
he will do. We cannot have‘ real fel- 
lowship with one we do not trust. 
4 

A realization of God’s presence costs 
obedience. This is what John is speak- 
ing of when he urges us to “walk in 
the light, as he is in the light” (1 John 
1:6, 7). When we do not keep his com- 
mandments, we cannot say that we 
really know him, as John reminds us 
(1 John 2:4, 5). The Lord Jesus pointed 
out that fellowship is dependent upon 
obedience (John 14:23). 


Having a real sense of God’s presence 
is dependent also on cleansing. “Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall 
sée God” (Matt. 5:8). Sin always erects 
a barrier between God and man. God 
has done his part in the death of the 
Lord Jesus on the cross to remove that 
barrier. But he asks us to do our part 
by confessing our sins, just as soon as 
we know we have done wrong, and by 
receiving the cleansing and forgiveness 
that he freely gives (1 John 1:9). Let 
us learn to keep short accounts with 
God. 

we 

A sense of the presence of God re- 
quires communion. You cannot know a 
person very well whom you see but at 
infrequent intervals and with whom you 
spend only a few hasty moments from 
time to time. No more can we expect 
to know God in a real way, unless we 
are willing to make time for prayer 
and for the reading of his Word. 

Take time to be holy, 

Speak oft with thy Lord. 

—wW. D. Longstaff. 
True prayer leads one into the very 
presence of God, and reading his Word 
tells us about him and opens our eyes 
to his goodness and love and to his will 
for us. And let us remember that we 
shall not somehow find time for prayer 
and reading the Word. We must make 
it, and persevere by letting nothing in- 
terfere with it. 
5 4 
A sense of the reality of God costs 
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thanksgiving and praise. Paul reminds 
us that thanksgiving should be a very 
real part of all our asking (Phil. 4:6). 
But so often we take up the time with 
our own requests and fail to worship 
God with praise and thanksgiving, not 
only for what he has done or is going 
to do for us, but for what he really is. If 
we will employ them, we shall find that 
praise and thanksgiving are veritable 
wings to lift us into the Holy of holies, 
as it were. 


ed 


. Thus it should be evident that we 
have a very real part in acquiring a 
sense of the reality of God. It will not 
depend upon our feelings, but upon his 
faithfulness as we do, day by day and 
moment by moment, those things that 
will make him real. 

A great many years ago a simple 
monk discovered the secret of the con- 
stant practice of the presence of God. 
He wrote out his experience and it may 
be helpful to you. It is called, “The 
Practice of the Presence of God,” by 
Brother Lawrence, and it may be had 
from the Christian Life Literature Fund, 
506 Commonwealth Trust Bldg., 12th and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia, at ten 
cents each, plus postage. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





3 Children at Home 


Old Ann Stories 
XVI. School Days 
By Samuel Scoville, je. 


SIGHED deeply as I sat on my little 

stool near the stove in Old Ann’s 
kitchen one winter evening. 

“What’s the matter, Sammy,” she in- 
quired. “You sound kind o’ sad-like.” 

“I’m very, very tired,” I said somberly. 
“Mother made me learn the nalphabet 
today, clear down to D. She said I 
couldn’t never go to school until I knew 
it all,” and I brooded deeply over the 
ills of education. 

“That’s tough,” sympathized Ann. 
“Stick to it though an’ first you know 
you'll be clear down to Zed.” 

“Did you ever go to school, Nanny?” 
I asked after a pause. 

“Oh, my, yes,” she informed me. 
“There’s a little yaller schoolhouse over 
in the Quarter an’ I went there for 
years an’ years until I were big enough 
to go out to work.” 

“You must have learned an awful 
lot,” I reflected. 

“Well, I did,” returned Ann proudly. 
“I learned the three R’s, as we used to 
call ’em— Readin’ an’ Ritin’ an’ Rith- 
metic. Then every Friday we’d have 
to speak a piece an’ there were spellin’ 
bees an’ singin’ school at the school- 
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house on winter evenings. So altogether 
I guess you might say I had a good lot 
o’ learnin’ out o’ that yaller schoolhouse. 
It were taught by a teacher named Sip- 
sico Stevens. His father, he wanted to 
name him Scipio after some ol’ Roman 
general or other but he got the name 
wrong an’ the minister he christened him 
just the way he gave it, so he went 
through life as Sipsico.” 

“Did you ever have playtimes there, 
Nanny?” I questioned, quite overcome 
by the extent of her studies. 

“Yes, indeedy,” Ann assured me, “we 
played at recess an’ afore school an’ at 
the noon hour an’ sometimes after school 
afore we went home.” 

_ “Tell me ’bout your playtimes,” I beg- 
ged her. 

“Well, there isn’t much to tell ’bout,” 
reflected Old Ann. “One game we played 
were huntin’ chipmunks. There were a 
boy named Zophar Bailey who were a 
great hand to chase chipmunks, which 
were a-plenty. I can hear him now. 
‘Here he be;’ he’d yell, when a chip- 
munk popped up. ‘There he go,’ an’ he’d 
nigh run his head off. ‘There he go into 
his hole,’ he’d always end up, for he 
never caught none. 

“Then there were Rashe Weeden. My 
Pappy had bought a horse named Bill 
from his Pappy an’ Rashe he were al- 
ways askin’ ’bout him. 

“‘Be old Bill dead, be he dead?’ he’d 
ask nigh every week. 

“Along bout that time a boy named 
Charlie Ross were kidneynapped down 
in Philadelphy an’ everybody were a- 
lookin’ for him. So at recess time we’d 
all go huntin’ after Charlie Ross, lookin’ 
under huckleberry bushes an’ up trees 
an’ down ol’ wells — but we never found 
him. 

“I guess the most excitin’ time of all 
were the day the Injuns come,” and Old 
Ann stopped to laugh. 

“Go on, go on,” I besought her. 

“Well, it were one noontime. All the 
boys had gone home for dinner an’ only 
a few of us little gals, who lived too far 
away, were left to eat our lunch to- 
gether. There were one big gal, Sally 
Bates were her name, an’ she were a 
bad one, always a’scarin’ us little ones 
an’ a-pickin’ on us. 

“She got up an’ looked out o’ the win- 
dow. All of a sudden she gave a screech. 

“Here come some Injuns,’ she yelled, 
‘hide, gals, hide. They got tommyhawks 
an’ scalpin’ knives an’ they’re all painted 
red an’ yaller. They'll scalp ‘us, ooh, 
ooh, ooh,’ an’ she grodned somepin fear- 
some. 

“In a minute all o’ us little ones were 
in a screech an’ a cry. Jessica Hard, 
she crawled right into the big wood 
stove, which o’ course were empty, an’ 
Sarah Sedgwick, she wedged into the 
woodbox, an’ tried to put kindlin’ over 
her head, but she were so chubby she 
bulged out a good deal. I crawled in 
under the teacher’s desk an’ pulled a rug 
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over me. The littler gals began to 
scream, while all the time Sally Bates 
kep’ tellin’ that the Injuns were nearer 
an’ nearer an’ were unsheathin’ their 
knives an’ brandishin’ their tommy- 
hawks. 

“Just then the door opened sudden an’ 
everybody gave a terrible screech an’ 
some o’ the littler gals fell down in a 
swoond but it were only ol’ Sipsico. 
When he found out what had happened, 
he give Sally a talkin’ to that made her 
bust out a-cryin’. ; 

“*This school ain’t no place for liars 
an’ cowards like you be. You get out 
o’ here an’ never come back,’ he ended 
up. Then he sent us all home. 

“*You’ve learned enough for one day 
‘bout things that ain’t so,’ he said.” 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 

wg 


Coming Conferences of an 
Association of “Faith Missions” 


HE Interdenominational Foreign Mis- 

sion Association of North America, 
which is a fellowship of sixteen faith 
missions, all doctrinally sound, and which 
have a total ofmore than twenty-five hun- 
dred missionaries laboring in many parts 
of the world at an expenditure of nearly 
two millions of dollars annually, will, 
D. V., conduct a series of one-day con- 
ferences from Tuesday, March 18, to 
Sunday, March 23, 1941, inclusive, with 
sessions afternoon and evening. The 
following cities are to be visited: St. 
Louis; Indianapolis; Detroit; Grand 
Rapids; Chicago. Dr. Harry A. Iron- 
side, pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, has kindly promised 
to speak at each session, and the Rev. 
Arthur J. Bowen, Dr. George H. Dow- 
kontt, and the Rev. Ralph Davis will 
represent the Association and give in- 
spiring messages. 

Communications concerning the Inter- 
denominational Foreign Mission Associa- 
tion of North America may be addressed 
to Dr. George Dowkontt, Secretary- 
Treasurer, 113 Fulton Street, New York 
City. 





[ With the New Books 


The Holy Spirit. By J. C. Massee, D.D., 
LL.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co, New 
York, $1.25.) In a very useful Bible 
study Dr. Massee carefully examines 
all important Scripture passages con- 
taining teachings on the person and the 
work of the Holy Spirit. His exegesis 
is thoughtful and stimulating. The 
reader may not agree in every detail, 
yet the interpretations, with few excep- 
tions, are such as are accepted by evan- 
gelical Christians. 

Dr. Massee’s Sabellian view of the 
Trinity does not conspicuously mar this 
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work, though it is suggested on page 
twelve in the words “whether therefore 
he manifest himself as Father, Son, or 
Holy Spirit, he is in every relation and 
manifestation God.” Also, on page 
twenty we read, “Eternally, he is one 
in three manifestations. . . . God being 
one is manifested in three .. .” 

The author’s views of Kenosis (Christ’s 
“self-emptying” during his earthly min- 
istry) are inconspicuous and really do 
not mar his study of the Holy Spirit; 
however, we read that_the purpose of 
Christ’s temptation was “in order that 
he might be fully tested as to his fitness 


*47 


Again, Dr. Massee says of Christ: 
“His ability and readiness to baptize 
in the Holy Spirit, that is, to communi- 
cate the Spirit to any other, was strictly 
limited through his incarnation. He had 
in his incarnation limited himself. He 
had emptied himself of the form of God 
to take on the form of man.” Again, 
“straitened or limited, he awaits the re- 
lease of his ‘fulness of the Godhead’ — 
in the breaking of his body on the cross. 
Till then he cannot release, communi- 
cate, or baptize in the Holy Spirit.” 
Dr. Massee’s chapter on “The Holy 
Spirit and the Christian Manner of 


for his great office and the work thereof 


Life” is very strong and helpful. His 
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analysis of Pentecost and of the gift of 
tongues will be approved by all careful 
Bible students in almost every detail. 
The concluding chapter, “Helps in 
Understanding,” should be carefully 
studied. Various names and expressions 
referring to the person and the work of 


‘ the Spirit are helpfully tabulated. 


Seek. By Horace L. Fenton, Jr., and 
Oscar R. Lowry. (Published monthly by 
Ridgefield Publishers, Box 254, Plain- 
field, N. J., 10 cents a copy, or $1 a 
year, five or more to one address.) Two 
pastors, desiring a devotional guide to 
stimulate personal, consecutive, and 
daily Bible reading among the members 
of their congregations, decided to com- 
pile the material for a small booklet, 
expecting to multigraph it for their own 
use. Before doing this, they inquired 
of a number of minister friends whether 
the need for such a publication had been 
felt. The response was beyond all ex- 
pectations, with orders for more than 
2,000 for the first month, 

January’s readings are in Luke’s Gos- 
pel, with a portion chosen for each day, 
followed by inspirational comments and 
suggested thoughts for prayer. The 
work is Scripturally sound, with a warm 
appeal for a yielded life, and there is 
definite emphasis upon soul-winning and 
missions. Precious nuggets of deep spir- 
itual truth are set forth with such clar- 
ity and simplicity that babes in Christ, 
as well as mature Christians, will be 
spiritually enriched and their lives 
strengthened for the daily walk as they 
follow the readings. 

This is the sort of booklet that is de- 
sired by pastors for their congregations, 
Sunday school teachers for their classes, 
and young people’s leaders for their 
groups. Christian workers will discover 
in it the solution to the problem of what 
to give those who need a guide to sys- 
tematic Bible reading in daily devotions. 

The work is attractively printed, with 
simple but decorative cover of blue and 
white. 


Moses — His First and Second Coming. 
By A. C. Gaebelein, D.D. (Publication 
Office “Our Hope,” 456 Fourth Ave., 
New York City, $1.) In this latest of 
his numerous books Dr. Gaebelein pre- 
sents a study of the exodus of the Is- 
raelites in the light of prophecy, and 
an unusually fine study of the life of 
Moses, showing that he is one of the 
greatest of Bible characters and a type 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are 
two parts, “Israel in Egypt,” and “Moses 
the Deliverer,” containing respectively 
four and thirteen chapters. The chap- 
ter on “The Land of Egypt” is espe- 
cially valuable, as it gives side lights 
on the life in Egypt at that time and 
the environment in which Moses grew 
up. 

Moses’ first coming was when, at the 
age of forty years, he attempted to de- 
liver his people, but was rejected by 
them, as Christ was. His second coming 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


was forty years later, after his desert 
experience, when, under the call and 
blessing of God, he came again to the 
Israelites and _ successfully delivered 
them. Dr. Gaebelein presents the nine 
plagues in an interesting way, dividing 
them into three groups of three, and 
then discussing the smiting of the first- 
born as “The Great Judgment Stroke,” 
an absolutely unique event. He points 
out that the safety of the Israelites who 
applied the blood to the door typifies 
the security of those who today trust 
only in Christ and his shed blood for 
their salvation. His last chapter is a 
fine commentary on “The Song of Re- 
demption” in*‘Exodus 15. This volume is 
a valuable addition to Dr. Gaebelein’s 
other authoritative works on the Scrip- 
tures. 


Facing Life and Getting the Best of It. 
By Clarence Edward Macartney, D.D. 
(Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.50.) Fourteen sermons deal with Fear, 
Love and Sex, Temptation, Anger, The 
Tongue, Trouble, Yesterday, Loneliness, 
Enemies, Marriage, Jealousy, Doubt, 
Death, Myself. The author states his 
aim: to make “plainer and clearer the 
application of Christian truths to our 
daily life.” This purpose has been ef- 
fectively fulfilled. One will find genuine 
blessing in the reading of the sermons. 
The chapters treating of gossip and trou- 
ble are especially valuable. These chap- 
ters, and the entire book, abound in 
striking historical and personal illustra- 
tions. 

The work is not extremely analytical 
or profound. The author regards “an- 
ger” and “fear” in the light of popular 
psychology and treats them as though 
they were entirely evil. He does not 
take up the Scriptural teaching that 
there are times when it is one’s duty to 
be angry, and times when it would be 
sinful not to be afraid. However, the 
author has not attempted a systematic 
theological statement covering all sides 
of his subjects. He has accomplished 
what he doubtless intended, namely, the 
presentation of rich and helpful pastoral 
material. Every reader of the book will 
be helped to lead a better Christian 
life. 


Christianity and Liberalism. By J. 
Gresham Machen, D.D. LL.D. (The 
Presbyterian Guardian, Schaff Bldg., 
Philadelphia; paper binding, 75 cents.) 
The Christian public will be thankful 
for the recent reprint (April, 1940) of a 
book of Dr. Machen’s which appeared 
first in February, 1923, published by the 
Macmillan Company. LY 
- The greatest significance of this book 
is its strong insistence that Christianity 
on the one hand, and Liberalism or 
Modernism on the others, are two en- 
tirely distinct, separate, and conflicting 
systems of religious thought. When this 
book first appeared in 1923 this sharp 
difference was not so keenly appreciated 
as today. 
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Dr. Machen’s greatest work as a Chris- 
tian scholar was in the defense of the 
historical, factual basis of the Christian 
faith. (See his “Origin of Paul’s Re- 
ligion,” and “Virgin Birth.”) This em- 
phasis upon historical evidence is well 
brought out in chapter one of this work, 
which discusses doctrine. The doctrine 
is. not isolated from life. It was in- 
tended to produce life. But how was 
the life to be produced? Not by ex- 
hortation, not by appealing to the hu- 
man will, but “by telling a story... 
by the narration of an event ... the 
lives of men are transformed by a piece 
of news.” Dr. Machen insists upon this 
point throughout the book. “Christian- 
ity depends, not upon a complex of 
ideas, but upon the narration of an event. 
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... Christian experience depends abso- 
lutely upon an event.” Christian ex- 
perience, Dr. Machen argues, could not 
save us if the events connected with the 
life and death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ are not actually true. 

Dr. Machen’s much quoted reference 
to premillennialism should be taken in 
the light of its setting in Dr. Machen’s 
own thought. It was written at a period 
in his life when he inclined more toward 
the postmillennial than the amillennial 
view. His objection to premillennialism 
as stated here is not am objection to the 
doctrine of the millennium as such, but 
an objection to the thought “that so 
little will be accomplished by the present 
dispensation of the Holy Spirit and so 
much will be left to be accomplished by 
the Lord in bodily presence.” In “What 
is Faith,” written a little later, there is 
recognition of the fact that iniquity will 
not be destroyed from this earth until 
it is destroyed cataclysmically at the 
second coming of Christ. 

Dr. Machen’s plea for toleration in 
points of nonessential differences, in his 
discussion of eschatology (the doctrine 
of the last things) and in other places 
in his book, is very eloquent. His clarion 
call for the purity of the Church in mat- 
ters of the fundamentals is prophetic. 
“Party passions and personal animosities 
will be put away, but on the other hand, 
even angels from Heaven will be re- 
jected if they preach a Gospel different 
from the blessed Gospel of the cross. 
Every man must decide upon which side 
he will stand. God grant that we may 
decide aright !” 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 13 to 19 
Mon.—Revelation 22:17. The Gospel Invitation. 


PRAYER SuGcestTions: “Whosoever will.” 
God’s invitation is a “whosoever” ap- 
peal. Jesus died for all, and the Gospel 
call is for all. Are you:allowing the 
Holy Spirit to use you in inviting thirsty 
souls to “take the water of life freely”? 
Everybody needs the Saviour, and we 
can all do a great deal more than we 
are doing to tell people of Jesus and his 
love. Pray for the evangelical Litera- 
ture Depot, 9 Mission Row, Calcutta, 
India. J 


Tues.—Luke 14:15-17. The Guests Invited. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Come; for all 
things are now ready.” God is great 
on getting things ready. He prepared 
the world for man; and he is now pre- 
paring a Home for all who love and 
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serve the Lord Jesus. God has prepared 
salvation for us in Christ. He died to 
make it ours. This great, glorious, ever- 
lasting gift of God becomes ours when 
we receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
Welcome God’s invitation; receive Christ 
right away. Pray for the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 146 Queen Vic- 
toria St., London. 


Wed.—Luke 14:18-20. The Invitation Slighted. 


PRAYER SuccEstTions: “I pray thee have 
me excused.” Neglected opportunities 
are usually lost. Blessings are often 
lost through carelessness. Passing up 
God’s invitation to salvation is our worst 
sin. It shows that we care nothing for 
Christ’s coming into this world, and that 
he died for our sins upon the cross. 
Are you passing up God’s great Gospel 
call? Pray for the British Bible Union, 
29 Paternoster Row, London. 


Thurs.—Luke 14:21-24. Widening the Invitation. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.” 
Many more people would accept the 
Gospel invitation if they had the chance. 
Our Lord makes this clear by extending 
the invitation to new people. The news 
of salvation is meant to be told every- 
where. From pole to pole, let the 
people be invited to “come to Jesus.” 
Pray for the World’s Evangelical Alli- 
ance, 19 Russell Square, London. 


Fri.—Matthew 22:2-10. The Great Wedding. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Bidden to the 
wedding.” Invitations to weddings differ 
in value. The chance to be at the wed- 
ding the Lord speaks of here is the 
best anyone can ever have. “Blessed 
are they which are called unto the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). 
The Heavenly Bridegroom will one day 
“present . .. to himself” his “glorious 
church” (Eph. 5:27). Through God’s 
kindness may you be at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. Pray for the Ram- 
abai Mukti Mission, Box 415, Philadel- 
phia. 
Sat.—Romans 10:11-15. Everyone Invited. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” “Whosoever” means you, and 
me, and all others who “call upon the 
name of the Lord.” Big and little sin- 
ners are invited to pray for the forgive- 
ness provided in the blood of Jesus. 
Have you called? When and where? 
The best way to accept God’s invitation 
is to receive Christ on bended knee. 
Pray for Moravian Missions, 70a Bassing 
Hall Street, London. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-3. The Invitation Broadcast. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” Jesus, 
the “water of life,” invites all to “come 
. .. to the waters.” God wants us to 
give to others a friendly call: “Ho, every 
one.” Christ satisfies the longing soul. 
Salvation is for everybody. Pray for 
the Bible Testimony Fellowship, 47 New- 
ington Butts, London. 
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Religion Comes First 


ities AND HEALTH, in that 
order, are the two most important subjects 
that can be taught to American youth, a 
committee of the New York State Chamber 
of Commerce declared in a report made 
public recently. 


Appointed to inquire into the efficiency and 
economy of the educational system of New 
York, the committee reported that it was 
“convinced that the great lack in our homes 
and in our national life is the lack of true, 
simple religion."* 


“In these workaday, warring, strenuous 
times, we have been paying less and less 
attention to our religious convictions and 
feeling,’’ the report said. ‘‘If this nation 
does not maintain its religious foundation, its 
whole structure will fall... .. as 


‘*The United States cannot have or main- 
tain a right system unless it is based on true 
religious principles, and, therefore, in spite 
of the fact that some hesitate to include 
religion in our educational program, we 
place it first.’’ 


The evangelical Christian faith has been 
the foundation of the Stony Brook 
program since the school’s begin- 
ning in 1922. 


< New boys accepted at mid-years 


Stony Brook-School 


Frank E. Gagsevein, Litt.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


Please mention Sunday Schoo! Times 














National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council 


OF THE 


Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


Interdenominational 


710 Witherspoon Building 


- Non-Sectarian 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Our Responsibility is Heavy 
Our Opportunity is Challenging 


‘Our Need is Great to Serve 
the Men in the Military Camps 


Our God is Able 





President 
JOSEPH M. STEELE 


Vice-Presidents 
FREDERIC M. PAIST 
DAVID D. LUPTON 


Executive Secretary 
ALLAN SUTHERLAND 


Treasurer 
T. EDWARD ROSS 


Executive Council 
A. B. CAMPBELL 
LEONARD R. DIRKS 
GEORGE C. FRIEND 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
WAYNE B. HUGHES 
ROBERT L. LATIMER 
DAVID D. LUPTON 
FREDERIC M. PAIST 
GEORGE H. RANDALL 
SAMUEL REID 
‘T. EDWARD ROSS 
JOSEPH M. STEELE 
ALLAN SUTHERLAND 
MORGAN ‘H. THOMAS 
E. A. ZELLER, JR. 


Evangelists 
REV. W. W. SHANNON 
REV. HARRY McC. LINTZ, D.D. 


Song Leader—Youth Worker 
REV. MICHAEL A. GUIDO 


Field Workers 
RAY BOMBOY 
W. H. STROCK 
ALBERT L. PATRICK 


MILITARY SERVICE 


CAMPAIGN FUND 





OMEONE has distributed thousands 
of buttons with an American flag 
on them and under it, “God Bless 
America.” God has blessed America 
but our prayer is, “God save America.” 


To this end our organization and all 
connected with it are dedicated. Our 
sole purpose is to distribute the Word 
of God and win men to Christ. During 
the past year we have distributed 38,808 
copies of the New Testament and Gos- 
pels of John throughout America. Men 
of God have gone through the C.C.C. 
camps, high schools and colleges to dis- 
tribute these thousands of copies of the 
Word of God, and give their own per- 
sonal testimonies to the saving power of 
the Gospel of Christ, to the end that 
more than 10,988 have confessed Christ 
as their Saviour and thousands pledged 
to daily Bible reading. 


These are stirring times but wonder- 
ful days of opportunity for real Chris- 
tian service. Thousands of our boys 
have been called to the colors in our 
program of national defense. They go 
into the military camps, away from home 
and church influence. The forces of 
evil, strongly entrenched, will be there 
to debauch and demoralize. Will we 
forsake our boys? Will we withhold 
from them the one sure defense against 
the raging storms of temptation which 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


The Business Men’s Council of the Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


Interdenominational 
710-S Witherspoon Building 


_ Desiring to have a part in your work, share in this FREE distribution of God's 
Word and send God’s messengers with the Gospel of Salvation to men in the 


Military Service, I enclose my contribution of 
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beat about their young lives? God for- 
bid! Because of the crying need, the 
Business Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League, Inc., have increased 
its office force and added a number of 
men to its field staff, men of experience 
and with the seal of God upon them. 


We have access to the military camps 
and experienced men who were engaged 
during the World War to distribute God’s 
Word in army camps at home and across 
the sea. For faith in God is the foun- 
dation of our liberties. 


Letters are pouring into our office from 
our camps and schools requesting more 
supplies of the Word of God. We are 
making determined efforts to supply these 
demands. Our responsibility is heavy; 
our opportunity is challenging; our need 
is great; our God is able. We are trust- 
ing him to lay it upon the hearts of 
his people to make it possible for us 
to carry on for his honor and glory. 


We appeal to God. We need patriotic 
citizens to help save America from the 
isms that are destroying Europe. You 
can do your part by giving to the Busi- 
ness Men’s Council of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League, Inc., every cent of which 
will be spent in an effort to save our 
boys in military services and our young 
people in our schools. 


Do you want to help your own boys 
to build clean characters while they pre- 
pare for the defense of our nation? Do 
you want to see America survive? Then, 
by your generous gifts’ and earnest 
prayers, help us to get out the only mes- 
sage by which men can live and die. 





This organization is for the free distribution and 
daily reading of God’s Word, to the men in the 
Army Camps, Naval Bases, and Air Posts, and 
is supported entirely by voluntary contributions. 





ev ¢€ nve 


SSVvVN NULSOd 
8@11 IWNOTLYDIAONOD 


L$ NOOVaGd #1! 


64969 











